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Program Notes

Quintology  Gary Ziek

Quintology is a fast paced, exciting work for wind ensemble. Quintology is 
the study of five, which serves as the inspiration for this piece. The work is 
in 5/4 and explores all the ways that 5/4 can be played. The piece is written 
in A, B, A form with a subdivision breakdown of 3+3+2+2 (10 eighth notes 
in a 5/4 pattern) in the A section. The B section is a 10 beat pattern with 5 
half notes superimposed under a 20 eighth note pattern. All of this combines 
to create an exciting and stimulating piece of music for audiences. 

Vesuvius  Frank Ticheli

Mt. Vesuvius is well known for being the volcano that destroyed the ancient 
Roman city of Pompeii in 79 A.D. The music is energetic, dark, and explores 
odd tonalities through its unique usage of modal compositional techniques. 
Most notably, Vesuvius will take common meter division (like 9/8, which 
is usually grouped in 3 groups of 3) and rearranges the beat structure into 
exotic Eastern grooves (9/8 is now a group of 2, 3, 2, and 2). When writing 
this piece for wind ensemble, composer Frank Ticheli sought to write dance 
music that may accompany a Roman Bachanale. He writes the following: 
“During the compositional process, I began to envision something more 
explosive and fiery. With its driving rhythms, exotic modes, and quotations 
from the Dies Irae from the medieval Requiem Mass, it became evident that 
the Bachanlia I was writing could represent the finals days of the doomed 
city of Pompeii.”

Lux Arumque  Eric Whitacre 

This piece was originally written as an a cappella choral work that was later 
adapted for wind ensemble. The piece itself is only 54 mesasures long, but 
actually lasts for roughly 6 minutes in performance. The composer, Eric 
Whitacre, also rewrote the “climax” of the piece and added a theme he 
wrote for his opera Paradise Lost. The lyrics from the original translate to 
the following: 
  



Light,
warm and heavy as pure gold
and the angels sing softly
to the new-born baby.

Turbulence  Bruce Broughton

Bruce Broughton is a particularly notable composer in Southern California. 
He is known for his contributions to film media, with several well known 
scores to his name. These include Rescuers: Down Under, Miracle on 34th 
Street, and Tombstone. He has been nominated for several Emmys (including 
10 wins), an Oscar, and a Grammy for his work. 

In addition to his film writing, he has written numerous works for wind 
ensemble, orchestra, and various chamber ensembles. Turbulence was 
originally written for solo tuba and piano, but then was later expanded for 
wind ensemble. The publisher describes it as such: “Turbulence is a fast 
and relentlessly intense adventure with bursts of virtuosity mixed with brief 
sections of energetic lyricism.”

The Epic of Gilgamesh  Robert Rumbelow

The Epic of Gilgamesh is widely considered the very first work of great 
literature and is speculated to have been written somewhere near the year 
2100 B.C. Written on literal stone tablets, the epic poem depicts the story of 
Enikdu- a wild “uncivilized” being created by the gods- who is brought to 
Earth to end the oppression of Gilgamesh, king of Uruk. In the tale, Enikdu 
challenges Gilgamesh to a competition of strength that Gilgamesh wins. 
Perhaps revealing of the hubris of man, Gilgamesh befriends Enikdu and 
the two embark on an epic quest that leads to Enikdu’s demise. After his 
death, an introspective Gilgamesh seeks the answer to eternal life (which of 
course he never finds). This piece of music, written in 6 movements, seeks 
to depict the entirety of Gilgamesh’s dynamic life.

Biography

Scott Sutherland, tuba

A life-long resident of Southern California, Scott Sutherland has been hailed as 
“the second craziest tuba player I know” by famed American composer, Joan 
Tower. He is a member of the Redlands Symphony, Riverside Philharmonic 
and has been spotted in the back row of the Chicago Symphony, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, Colorado Springs Philharmonic, and San Diego Symphony. Likely 
due to clerical errors, Scott has per- formed at the front of the stage as a soloist with 
the San Diego and Idyllwild Arts Symphony Orchestras, as well as the Riverside 
and Burbank Philharmonics. He has also recorded for film, television and video 
game soundtracks, including the major motion pictures Pearl Harbor and Batman 
vs. Superman (which are the only accomplishments notable to his younger private 
students).

For 11 years, Scott was a founding member, tubist and pianist of the international 
touring ensemble, Presidio Brass, for which he continues to work as a consultant 
and music arranger. During his time with the quintet, he performed in over 40 
states, Canada and China.

Scott can often be found behind his MacBook Pro, slaving away for hours on end 
adapting music. His arrangements have been performed by ensembles throughout 
the world, including the Principal Brass of the New York Philharmonic, famed 
tubist and conductor Roger Bobo, as well as chamber groups from the West Point 
Band and the “President’s Own” Marine Band. Scott’s Fantasy on Porgy and Bess 
for trumpet and orchestra was commissioned by soloist Barry Perkins and has 
been performed with the Pacific Symphony (California) and the Aguascalientes 
Symphony (Mexico).

He began a popular YouTube Channel in 2016 which includes multitrack videos of 
film, television and video game music, featuring Scott playing euphonium, tuba, 
cimbasso, piano and percussion. In its first year, the channel was viewed over 
500,000 times.

Beyond his performance career, Scott is a passionate and dedicated teacher. He 
is currently on the faculty at the University of Redlands, Idyllwild Arts Summer 
Program and Gene Pokorny Low Brass Seminar.

Despite all of this, Scott’s foremost identity comes as a husband and father to his 
beautiful family and he is grateful to come home to Carlsbad, CA where it never 
fails to be 70 degrees and sunny all year round. Scott Sutherland is proud to be an 
Artist and Clinician for the Eastman Music Company. 
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