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The Feast of Lights Vigil

Culminating a month of spiritual and musical 
preparation, tonight’s Vigil celebration, 
introduced in 1974, serves as a prelude to 
The Feast of Lights, a nationally recognized 
Christmas celebration presented by the 
University of Redlands’ School of Music

Underscored by choral meditations and 
acclamations, the Candle Lighting Ceremony 
proclaims through scripture and ancient text 
the coming of the Messiah. Illuminating 
Memorial Chapel until the concluding 
performance of “Silent Night” at the final 
Feast of Lights presentation, a single lighted 
candle serves as a constant reminder of the 
significance of the events that mark the 
season.

An annual tradition began 2009 in which the 
public brings donations of non-perishable 
food items to the Feast of Lights. The food is 
collected by the Family Service Association 
of Redlands and distributed to low-income 
and homeless families in the community.

The Feast of Lights will run November 30th, 
December 1st and 3rd at 8:00 p.m., and 
December 2nd at 4:00 p.m.. Ticket prices are 
$25, $15 for seniors (65+), $10 for students, 
and $5 for University of Redlands students. 
A service fee of $2.50 will be applied at the 
time of purchase. Tickets can be purchased 
online at www.redlands.edu/feastoflights, by 
phone at (909) 748-8116, or at the Ticketing 
Office of Event Services.

The Office of the Chaplain and the School of Music Present

The FeasT oF LighTs VigiL



The FeasT oF LighTs VigiL

Prelude
Comfort, Comfort Ye My People Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

Alison Luedecke, organ

Anthem
Sing Praise to God arr. Brent Wells (b. 1977)

Sing praise to God who reigns above,
The God of all creation,
The God of power, the God of love,
The God of our salvation.

With healing balm my soul is filled
and every faithless murmur stilled,
To God all praise and glory!

What God’s almighty power hath made
His gracious mercy keepeth.
By morning glow or evening shade
His watchful eye n’er sleepeth.

Within the kingdom of His might,
Lo! All is just and all is right.
To God all praise and glory!

Chapel Singers

Opening Sentences:
Leader: The hour is coming, and now is, when the   
  true worshipers will worship the Father in   
  spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to   
  worship him.

People: May the words of my mouth and the   
  meditations of my heart be acceptable in   
  your sight, O Lord, my strength and my   
  redeemer.

Leader: O Lord, send out your light and your truth,   
  that they may lead us, and bring us to your   
  holy hills and to your dwelling.

People: Give thanks to the Lord, and call upon   
  His name; make known His deeds among   
  the peoples.

Anthem
Creator of the stars of night  Malcolm Archer (b.1952)

Creator of the stars of night, Thy people’s everlasting light,
Jesus, Redeemer, save us all, and help thy servants when 
they call.

Thou came, Bridegroom of the bride, as drew the world to 
evening tide,
Proceeding from a virgin shrine, the Son of Man, yet all 
divine.

At Thy great name, exalted now, all knees must bend, all 
hearts must bow,
And things in heaven and earth shall own that Thou art 
Lord and King alone.

God the Father, God the Son, and Spirit, Three in One,
Laud, honour, might, and glory be from age to age 
eternally. Amen

Feast of Lights Choir 

Ascription of Praise
Leader: Glorify the Lord, in all your works of the   
  Lord;
People: Praise Him and highly exalt Him forever.
Leader:  In the firmament of his power, glorify the   
  Lord;
People: Praise Him and highly exalt Him forever.
Leader: Sing for joy, O heavens and exult, O earth;
People: Break forth, O mountains, into singing.



Anthem
Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen arr. Donald Cashmore (1926-2013)

A rose has sprouted, from a delicate root
As the old ones sang to us, from Jesse was the lineage
That brought forth a little flower, in the midst of cold 
winter
In the middle of the night.

The rosebud that I mean, of which Isaiah foretold,
Comes from Mary, the pure, she brought us the little flower.
At God’s eternal council, she has given birth to a child
And remained a pure maid.

The little flower, so small, that smells so sweet,
With its bright light it expels the darkness.
True man and true God, he helps us from all suffering,
Saves us from sin and death.

Feast of Lights Choir

Collect
Minister: The Lord be with you

People: And with Thy spirit

Minister: Let us pray

All:  O God, who art Holy and Wonderful and
  Mighty, whose Power and Wisdom have
  no end, Before whom all things bow;
  grant us to love Thee and worship Thee
  forever and ever. Guide us into the perfect  
  light, that illumined by its radiance, all
	 	 darkness	may	flee	away.	Let	the	holy
	 	 flame	of	Thy	love	so	burn	in	our	hearts,
  that we, being made pure and holy, may
  see and know and receive Thee, the King
  of Kings, our Lordand God.  
  Amen. St. Augustine

Anthem
Ave Maria Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943)

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos,
Mary full of grace, the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women,
And blessed is the Fruit of your womb,
For you have borne the Saviour of our souls. 

Chapel Singers

Old Testament Lesson
The Prophecy of Isaiah Isaiah 40: 1-2a, 3-5, 10-11a; 49:13

Congregational Hymn
O Come, O come, Emmanuel trans.: John Mason Neale (1818-1866)

Please see insert

Homily
Rev. John T. Walsh, M. Div., M.Th. Omer E. Robbins 
Chaplain to the University

Ceremony of Candle Lighting
As part of this rite, the Feast Vigil Candle is lighted. It will 
remain lighted through the last presentation of the Feast 
of Lights as a constant symbol of the focus of the choirs’ 
musical and spiritual preparation for this offering.

Blessing
Rev. John T. Walsh

Postlude
O Come, O Come Emmanuel    Craig Phillips (b. 

1961)
Alison Luedecke, organ

For a complete calendar of School of Music events visit
www.redlands.edu/music
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