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Program Notes

Mardi Gras, from the Mississippi Suite

Mardi Gras is the final piece of the four movement Mississippi Suite. 
Composer Frede Grofé composed the entire work in 1926 and it musically 
depicts the cultural history attributed to the Missisippi River. Mardi Gras 
specifically represents Fat Tuesday in New Orleans.

Third Suite 

Robert E. Jager composed Third Suite in 1966. It was dedicated to Leo 
Imperial, Director of the Granby High School Band of Norfolk Virginia. 
The piece consists of three movements: March, Waltz, and Rondo. Both the 
March and Waltz contain alternating time signatures which can be audibly  
recognized. The piece concluded with the lively Rondo.

Danza de los Duendes

Danza de los Duendes, composed by Nancy Galbraith, was dedicated and 
written for Argentina’s Orquesta Sinfónica de Tucumán. The title refers to 
goblin-like creatures (los duendes) of South American folklore. The piece, 
written in 1991, became her most popular composition, being performed 
by wind symphonies and orchestras all across North and South America. 
Nancy Galbraith is currently Professor of Composition at Carnegie Mellon 
University.

Elegy and Fanfare March

Roger Nixon composed Elegy and Fanfare March in 1957. The Elegy lives 
up to its purpose by containing sustained, darker isntrumentation.  The 
movement is immediately followed by the Fanfare March.  This movement 
is animated and brisk and will divert the emotional focus of the audience 
following the slower Elegy.
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