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Program Notes

Fanfare for the Great Hall

Fanfare for the Great Hall, written in 1992, is considered to be a popular concert 
opener. The fanfare was concieved for the “Great Hall” in the Wharton Center at 
Michigan State University. Composed by the acclaimed Dr. Jack Stamp (professor 
of music, director of bands, and chairperson at Indiana University of Pennsylvania), 
the piece will leave a lasting impression with its memorable theme. Dr. Stamp 
dedicated this piece to the music faculty members of Michigan State University. 

Prelude and Fugue

David Livingston, better known as “Doc” Livingston, composed Prelude and 
Fugue in 1965. While actively composing, he would become a tenured professor 
at Western Kentucky University, teaching theory, composition, and woodwinds, 
before retiring in 1990. Bands and symphonies throughout the Midwest frequently 
perform his compositions, which have become popular to the region.

Lied Ohne Worte

Lied Ohne Worte, or “Song Without Words,” follows the style of song written in 
the Romantic era (c. 1800s). In addition, composer Rolf Rudin modeled it after the 
piano nocturnes of Felix Mendelssohn. 

Rudin received degrees in composition and conducting in the early 1990s, and 
currently lives as a freelance composer and lectures in Music Theory at the 
Frankfurt University of Music and Performing Arts. 

Overture to “La Gazza Ladra”

La Gazza Ladra is originally an opera composed by Gioachino Rossini (1792-
1868), and Lucien Cailliet transcribed the overture for band in 1954. The title 
translates to “The Thievish Magpie” and was Rossini’s twentieth composed opera. 

Highlights from “My Fair Lady”

My Fair Lady is considered to be one of the more popular musicals to have come 
out of the 1950s. Frederick Loewe composed the original score, and was eventually 
transcribed for band by C. Paul Herferth. Highlights include, “On the Street Where 
You Live,” “With a Little Bit of Luck,” “I’ve Grown Accustomed to Her Face,” 
and the ever popular “I Could Have Danced All Night.”�
� Program Notes by Chris De Groot
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