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Dear SFTS Alumni and Friends,

We are designing a mosaic for ministry. I invite 
you to be a part of it.

The Spring 2013 issue of Chimes had 
an article about Charles Wei (M.Div., 2013) and his 
three-year project to create a stunning mosaic mural 
in Holy Grounds, the student lounge and coffee house 
on campus. In this mosaic, Charles took thousands of 
shards and crafted a colorful, awesome mural of biblical 
images. With ordinary, broken pieces of glass, Charles 
created something beautiful, something unexpected, 
something fresh.

Charles’ artistic endeavor has spawned a new spirit 
here at San Francisco Theological Seminary. Every part 
of the seminary community was involved in its mak-
ing—faculty, staff, auxiliary, trustees, and students. The 
Alumni Council even held a special worship service in 
which they dedicated and placed the pieces of broken 
SFTS coffee mugs in the mosaic. In the end, he says, 
“the mural just emerged from the community.”

The mural encouraged an effort to spruce up the 
entire space, with new floors, a fresh coat of paint, and 
some new furniture. This fall students are now gathering 
there for a community meal every Monday. “It’s become 
a hub,” says Charles, “where students can experience 
community and enjoy one another’s fellowship.” One 
of Charles’ deepest hopes is “that the mural will continu-
ally inspire an experience of the divine that people might 
not otherwise normally have.” 

In early October, the Board of Trustees seemed to 
be inspired along the lines that Charles had hoped. They 
approved an initiative to raise $6 million over the next 
20 months. The theme of the initiative: “Chapter 1: De-
signing a Mosaic for Ministry.” Moreover, they agreed 
to take responsibility for $1.5 million of that total. The 
Alumni Council has also pledged to support this goal by 
taking responsibility for an additional $1 million.

Why? Six million dollars will help us fully launch 
the Center for Innovation in Ministry. It will provide 
the technology to put more of our courses online and 
expand the reach of the seminary. It will support the 
solid, sophisticated approach to theological education, 
spiritual formation, and the practice of ministry that 
distinguishes SFTS alumni and makes them valuable 
contributors to the work of Jesus Christ in the world. 

Six million dollars is an investment in the future, not 
only of the seminary but also of the Church.

With this initiative, we are mirroring Charles’ hand-
iwork. We are setting out to create a thing of beauty and 
the imagination: a work of art, a work of God, some-
thing to inspire others. It will take all of us—together. 
Our mosaic for ministry will emerge from our love of 
SFTS. As we sing nearly every week in chapel, gathered 
around the table: “For we, though many, throughout the 
earth, we are one body in this one Lord. Many the gifts, 
many the works, one in the Lord of all.” (John B. Foley)

Grace and Peace,

Rev. Dr. James L. McDonald
President and Professor of Faith & Public Life

FROM THE 
PRESIDENT
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BIg TENT
By Scott Clark, Elizabeth McCord, and Rachel Howard

This summer, a delegation of San Francisco Theo-
logical Seminary students, faculty, staff, trustees, 
and alumni attended the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.)’s Big Tent gathering. In this off year between 
General Assemblies, 10 Partner Conferences came to-
gether in Louisville, Kentucky to form one larger confer-
ence with shared worship, meals, and speakers. 

Throughout the conference, the SFTS delegation 
was busy live-tweeting and sharing photos on Facebook 
to connect the SFTS community with the educational 
workshops and conversation forums offered at Big Tent. 

SFTS was well represented at all levels of the confer-
ence. Rev. Dr. Virstan Choy, Director of SFTS Advanced 
Pastoral Studies, co-led a panel discussion on the impor-
tance of the Doctor of Ministry programs to the broader 
church. Choy urged the audience to “think of Doctor 
of Ministry programs as the research and development 
laboratory of the church.” Choy said that as SFTS pre-
pares to launch its Center for Innovation in Ministry in 
April, the seminary has begun to think of students in 
the D. Min. program as “incubators for new ministry.”

Choy’s presentation at Big Tent was subsequently the 
subject of an op-ed in the September issue of the Presby-
terian Outlook. Written by editor Jack Haberer, the piece 
was titled “Incubators for Innovation.”

SFTS delegation all atwitter with the spirit  
of renewing & expanding community

Jonathan Evans, Adlai Amor, Scott Clark

The Twitter feed of Rev. Scott Clark,  
who live-tweeted Rev. Dr. Virstan Choy’s presentation  
on the Doctor of Ministry program.

Rochelle Rawls-Shaw  
and Rev. Kaci Clark-Porter 
at a discussion forum.

Tad Hopp, Rev. Elizabeth McCord, Jeffery 
Fergusen, Cameron Highsmith, Bryan Symonds, 
Rev. Scott Clark, and Rochelle Rawls-Shaw.

See Big Tent, page 25
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Rev. Sherri Hausser Appointed Head  
for New Center for Innovation in Ministry
By Rachel Howard

San Francisco Theological Semi-
nary has appointed Rev. Sherri 
A. Hausser, an experienced pas-

tor and interfaith leader, to spearhead 
the Seminary’s new Center for Innova-
tion in Ministry. Hausser will help es-
tablish the center, which will be a hub 
for the generation of ideas and encour-
agement for those who are engaged in 
developing new forms of ministry.

Hausser brings a wealth of ex-
perience and knowledge to this new 
position. She has taken on leadership 
roles within the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), served congregations of more 
than 3500, developed and led innova-
tive and interfaith adult education 
classes, and served on the boards of 
several academic institutions. Hausser 
is a founding and current Board mem-
ber of the Interfaith Center of Greater 
Philadelphia, which develops leaders 
for the interfaith movement, creates 
accessible models for interfaith work, 
and educates and inspires people of 
different faiths to create cohesive com-
munities.

As an Associate Pastor at Bryn 
Mawr Presbyterian Church for 13 
years, she helped develop both local 
and international partnerships with 
alternative church communities, in-
cluding Broad Street Ministries, and 
has made multiple appearances on 
the Today Show with Matt Lauer 

and Rabbi Irwin Kula. She holds a 
Master of Divinity from McCormick 
Theological Seminary and a Bachelor 
of Arts in International Studies from 
American University.

“Sherri’s combination of impres-
sive experience and education, and 
her deep commitment and passion for 
innovation in ministry provides a huge 
boost for the launch of this exciting 
new enterprise,” said Rev. Dr. James 
McDonald, President and Professor of 
Faith & Public Life at SFTS. “Sherri 
will help connect SFTS to a broad net-
work of innovators in the church, in 
the nonprofit world, in business and 
government, and in education.”

Rev. Dr. Jana Childers, Dean of the 
Seminary and Professor of Homilet-
ics & Speech Communication, shares 
the President’s enthusiasm. “Sherri’s 
pastoral and international experience, 
energy, and passion make her an ex-
cellent partner for the faculty at San 
Francisco Theological Seminary, and 
will greatly further our preparation of 
students for today’s Church.”

The Center for Innovation in 
Ministry represents SFTS’ commit-
ment to forward-looking, effective, 
relevant, and responsive ministry that 
is vital for the church of the 21st cen-
tury. Hausser will work closely with 
McDonald and Childers to launch the 
center’s first public event in 2014.

 Rachel Howard is the Director of 
Communications.

The Center for 
Innovation in 

Ministry represents 
SFTS’ commitment 
to forward-looking, 

effective, relevant, and 
responsive ministry that 

is vital for the church  
of the 21st century.

SFTS NEWS

Rev. Hausser preaching at Bryn Mawr 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia.
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“We are confronted  
with the fierce urgency  

of now...We are now  
faced with the fact that 

tomorrow is today.” 
rev. dr. Martin luther King, Jr.,  

new york city’s riverside church,  
april 4, 1967
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By Jack Kirkman and Judy Carr

s we begin a new chapter in the 150-year history of San 
Francisco Theological Seminary, these words deliver a 
piercing challenge that resonates throughout our com-

munity during an exciting period of change. This year, 
the SFTS Advancement theme - Chapter 1: Designing a 

Mosaic for Ministry - carries a resounding message accompa-
nied by a warm invitation to support the mission of the seminary. 

A mosaic is the art of creating images with an assemblage of small 
pieces of colored glass, stone, or other materials. Each piece in the mo-
saic has beauty, even as a broken piece of something that was originally 
larger, or as a piece of shell that seems out of place on land so far from 
its origin in the sea. When joined together with glue or grout, all the 
pieces — broken, perfect, out of place and unusual — together become 
a new, brilliant image with a powerful existence. 

In our case, we are artfully assembling the many unique parts of our 
community to equip leaders for the new Church that Christ is build-
ing in the world. Visually, we draw the inspiration for the theme of our 

“We are confronted  
with the fierce urgency  

of now...We are now  
faced with the fact that 

tomorrow is today.” 
rev. dr. Martin luther King, Jr.,  

new york city’s riverside church,  
april 4, 1967

a
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Chapter 1 fundraising initiative from a commanding mosaic, 
34 feet in length, created by 2013 M.Div. alumnus Charles Wei 
in Holy Grounds. 

Located in the Bay 
Area, SFTS is a piece 
of a striking cultural 
mosaic, literally, amidst 
a hotbed of innovation 
and experimentation. 
Being at the crossroads 
of new ideas and amidst 
so much cultural diver-

sity puts us in a remarkable position to make connections and 
start conversations from which paradigms for the future of the 
Church will emerge.

We believe SFTS is remarkably positioned to provide leader-
ship for the Church at this time and place. We are committed to 
the future and willing to take the path together. And we proceed 

in changing times, sfts must change as well.  
the seminary has already launched a number  
of strategic initiatives, which include:

Recalibrating 
the M.Div. 
curriculum to 
serve the future 
Church. The last time 

we did this was 10 years ago, 
and it took two years. Rev. Dr. 
Jana Childers, who is back at 
the helm as the SFTS Dean of 
the Seminary, says this time we 
will finish in under one year, 
by May 2014.

Designing 
new 
certificate 

programs that 
reach out to new 

constituencies. We already 
have several ideas in the 
hopper, including one that is 
rolling out in January of 2014: 
a Certificate in Trauma and 
Spiritual Care. Read more 
about this and another new 
program on page 12.

Placing at least 
eight of our 
courses online 

over the next 
three years. This coming 

spring term, Professors Dr. 
Christopher Ocker and Dr. 
Annette Weissenrieder will 
continue their traditions of 
teaching courses online. Both 
courses are open to students 
and graduates alike, so be 
sure to read more about these 
offerings on page 17.

1 2 3

Charles Wei dedicated the mosaic in Holy Grounds  
to classmate Kimberlee Rasmusson, who died just 
before earning her Masters in Divinity. 

SEE thE vIDEO
Artist Charles Wei explains the 
mosaic and his spiritual journey 
in creating it on our website at 
http://tinyurl.com/weimosaic
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in a time when the “fierce urgency of now” is upon us. SFTS 
has much to do as it moves forward in innovative ways to 
equip those entering a wide range of forms of ministry – 
from tall steeples to street peoples. 

There are some facts about our seminary that are worth 
noting. Throughout its history, SFTS has challenged the 
status quo and been at the leading edge of theological edu-
cation. Our Program in Christian Spirituality is among the 
first of its kind. We have always encouraged scholarship 
focused on new theological perspectives, such as the Femi-
nist Perspectives track in our Doctor of Ministry program 
and the inclusion of LGBT people in ministry. And we have 
always attracted iconoclastic faculty and students.

We are continually blessed with students who do not 
avoid challenge or wilt under pressure. We provide them 
with theological, biblical, relational, and coping skills that 
will serve the Church of today with all of its complexity and 
diversity. We have turned out tall steeple pastors, commu-

nity activists, social service executives, and corporate advi-
sors who are actively making a difference in Christ’s name. 

In the following pages, you will learn more about the 
pieces that make 
up this incred-
ible mosaic: the 
stories of our 
resilient and 
talented students; 
the important 
relationship-
building work of our accomplished faculty; and the inspir-
ing work of our wonderful alumni who have dedicated 
their lives to service.

Thank you for your support, and for being a part of the 
mosaic that is SFTS.

Jack Kirkman is the Vice President of Advancement & External Relations. 
Judy Carr, PhD is the Special Advisor to Advancement & External Relations.

Creating a 
Center for 
Innovation 

in Ministry.  
This center serves as a 

catalyst, incubator, and 
resource for the 21st century 
Church. It will be a place that 
brings together scholars who 
are researching and reflecting 
on the changing nature of 
the Church, and practitioners 
who are experimenting with 
new ways to create, organize, 
and engage congregations in 
ministry and mission.  
In October, we appointed  
Rev. Sherri Hausser to lead  
this new center.

Recapitalizing 
the fixed  
asset base  

of the seminary. 
This includes reviewing and 
repositioning the endowment, 
and implementing the Campus 
Program Plan. The Board of 
Trustees have authorized the 
bulk sale of all remaining 
off-campus properties and the 
construction of new student 
and faculty housing, subject to 
the final approval of closing 
documents. These actions are 
the culmination of more than 
four years of careful, thoughtful 
planning and constitute a major 
component of a plan that 
secures the long-term financial 
position of the seminary.

Beginning  
a 20-month, 
$6 million 

fundraising 
initiative called 

Chapter 1: Designing  
a Mosaic for Ministry. 
This endeavor is representative 
of a bold new direction for 
SFTS. Kicking off this effort are 
commitments from the Board 
of Trustees and the Alumni 
Council to raise $1.5 million 
and $1.0 million, respectively. 
Ten other SFTS constituencies 
are being invited to join us, 
including you!

4 65

hELP US REACh  
OUR 20-MOnth gOAL
Make a donation online at  
www.sfts.edu/donate
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Swimming, god, and  
the San Francisco Bay
By Rachel Howard

On any given day, you can 
find Robert Drake swim-
ming through the cold Bay 

waters off the shores of San Francis-
co in nothing more than goggles, a 
swim cap, and a swimsuit. His first 
experience with cold-water swim-
ming was 31 years ago, when he 
came across a sign at San Francisco’s 
Dolphin Club that marked a jump-
in point for swimmers.

“I just dropped in. I was living in 
the East Bay, working in San Fran-
cisco, and I came across a sign… so 
I swam half a mile in the 48 degree 
mid-winter water.  It was wild, chop-
py, cold, and exhilarating.”

When asked why he subjects 
himself to such extremes, Drake’s 

answer is simple: it brings him closer 
to God.

“The spiritual practice [of cold, 
open-water swimming] is indescrib-
able. It’s such an intense contact with 
reality, with nothing buffering the 
interface between you and nature: 
no wetsuit, no protection…not even 
civilization. It’s incredible.”

The shock his body experiences 
each time he wades into the cold 
waters never goes away. “It always 
hurts,” says Drake. But over time, 
he has accustomed his body to the 
pain of entering and staying in the 
cold waters for up to an hour at a 
time. Drake has made the “impos-
sible” swim from Alcatraz, and has 
even swum Scotland’s Loch Lomond 

in temperatures just 6 degrees above 
freezing.

Drake is the first to acknowl-
edge the extreme nature of his sport. 
He describes his co-swimmers as 
“amazing and unusually interesting 
people,” especially in light of the 
sport’s daily struggles which, in addi-
tion to the cold, include wild waves, 
tides, currents, and sometimes even 
propellers from huge shipping boats. 
But his love for the sport and what 
he calls “My Bay” keeps him coming 
back for more.

photo by 
Susanne 
Friedrich

See Swiming, page 26
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Transforming Space, Transforming Lives
By Christopher Schilling, Bentley Stewart,  
and Rachel Howard

The strong sense of community at San Francisco 
Theological Seminary is one of its most well-known 
and well-loved qualities. There is no better example 

of this community spirit than the outpouring of support for 
the recent renovation of Holy Grounds, the main student 
common area on campus. 

Spurred by the completion of the “Hope, Faith & 
Love” mural 
by Charle s 
Wei earlier this 
year, the semi-
nary authorized 
funding for the 
renovation proj-
ect. This sparked 
additional fun-
draising efforts 
by the Auxiliary, 
and soon droves 
of student and 
staff volunteers 
descended upon 
the space at-
tached to Alex-

ander Hall to make a transformation possible.
The immediate result of this effort is a more beautiful 

and peaceful space in which SFTS students can study, build 
relationships, and relax between seminary classes. Holy 
Grounds boasts new laminate flooring, leather furniture, 
and fresh paint in new colors. The kitchen has updated cabi-
nets, counters, and appliances. The addition of computer 
workstations for students, an updated entertainment sys-
tem, and expanded study space on the second floor makes 
the facility even more inviting.

“I am grateful to the seminary for the resources that 
went into renovating Holy Grounds. It is so nice to have 
a bright, clean, and cheery space to just relax,” said Mas-
ter of Divinity student Susan Pierson, one of the current 
Holy Grounds managers along with Jhanderys Dotel. “I 
love walking in and seeing students watching TV, studying, 
and spending time together. The space really is a blessing to 
the SFTS community.”

There has not always been a clear purpose for the space 
now occupied by Holy Grounds. For many years, it was 
home to a community bookstore, which succumbed to 
internet competition in 2005. The resulting empty space 
seemed likely to stay that way—that is, until the vision for 

a donation-based coffee house was born on a van ride over 
to the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley.  

According to a history written by Audrey Wilkinson, an 
SFTS alumna and first manager of Holy Grounds, the cof-
fee house was to be “a Christ-centered campus ministry de-
signed to foster a healthy and whole community by provid-
ing a place for relationship building and spiritual nurture.” 
The SFTS community continues to benefit from this vision.

The renovation of this space has welcomed another cel-
ebration of community: weekly dinners for the seminary 
community. St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Marin 
City, where SFTS M.Div. student Min-Hee Kim current-
ly serves as an intern and elder, sends a donation of fresh 
produce each week. A recent SFTS graduate organizes the 
dinner, setting a menu based on the food donated by the 
church. All that is asked for in return for eating is a small 
donation and help cleaning up after the feast.

It is hard to imagine that this now vibrant space was 
once a shuttered bookstore. But it serves as a reminder that 
changing times often demand new ideas—and maybe a 
fresh coat of paint. 

Christopher Schilling is a 2013 M.Div. graduate.  
Bentley Stewart is a third-year M.Div. student.  

Rachel Howard is the Director of Communications   
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What a Difference  
a Year Makes 
Third-year Master 
of Divinity student 
Jenna Meyers  
splits internship year 
between church 
and non-profit 
worlds
By Rachel Howard

For Master of Divinity 
students at San Fran-
cisco Theological Semi-

nary, embarking on a year-long 
internship at the beginning of 
their third year of study is a 
welcome opportunity to apply 
all they have learned in the classroom to 
a ministry setting. When students return 
from their internships, their experiences 
are integrated into their fourth year of 
study. Students may choose a variety of 
settings—from churches to hospitals to 
nonprofit organizations—in which to 
grow and learn during this pivotal year.

Jenna Meyers, a third-year M.Div. 
student from Colorado, knew she want-
ed to do something unique with her in-
ternship experience. While in Colorado, 
she was accepted into a Clinical Pastoral 
Education (CPE) program immediately 

after graduating from college. Part of her 
CPE training included an internship as a 
hospital chaplain, during which Meyers 
encountered many people at their most 
vulnerable.

“One day in the hospital, a woman 
told me she was afraid of her partner and 
asked me for help, asked me what to do,” 
Meyers recalls. “And I didn’t know how 

to help her.” Meyers had similar 
experiences while working in a 
parish ministry. She found that 
she was not alone in feeling ill-
equipped to help women who 
were seeking refuge from an 
abusive partner.

“I realized that helping 
women escape abuse was a huge 
need in hospital and church 
settings, and that if I was go-
ing to be a prepared chaplain 

or church leader, I needed to do more 
learning,” she says.

This is what led Meyers to the Center 
for Domestic Peace (www.maws.org, for-
merly Marin Abused Women’s Services), 
where she devotes half of her internship 
time to being an advocate primarily for 
women, young adults, and teens who 
have been victims of domestic violence. 
The center provides a variety of services 
to domestic violence victims: guidance 
and advocacy through the legal system, 
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See Meyers, page 25
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Thank You to 
Our Internship 
Partners!

SFTS would like to thank 
the following partners cur-
rently training our M.Div. 
students during their critical 
internship year:

9 Center for Domestic 
Peace, San Rafael, 
California

9 Christ Presbyterian 
Church, San Rafael, 
California

9 First Presbyterian Church, 
San Jose, California

9 Korean Presbyterian 
Church, San Francisco, 
California

9 Marin general Hospital, 
greenbrae, California

9 North Bay Korean  
American Presbyterian 
Church, Petaluma, Cali-
fornia

9 North Marin Methodist 
Parish, Marin County, 
California

9 Old First Presbyterian 
Church, San Francisco, 
California

9 Raynor Park Christian 
Church, Sunnyvale, 
California

9 Redwoods Presbyterian 
Church, Larkspur, Cali-
fornia

9 Seventh Avenue Pres-
byterian Church, San 
Francisco, California

9 St Andrew’s Divine Sav-
ior, El Paso, Texas

9 St. John’s Presbyterian 
Church, San Francisco, 
California

9 The Presbyterian Church 
in Needham, Massa-
chusetts

9 UCSF Medical Center, 
San Francisco, Califor-
nia

Facts about Domestic violence
9 It is the number one violent crime in Marin County.

9 It affects people from all walks of life, regardless of race, age,  
education, or economic status.

9 People in the 16–24 age group are the most vulnerable  
to domestic violence.

Jenna  
Meyers
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During the Very Rev. Fr. Peter Laast’s visit to SFTS, Rev. Laurie Garrett-Cobbina  
and Rev. Scott Clark led the partner congregations in prayer.

 
SFTS & ghana
By Bentley Stewart

In early October, San Francisco Theo-
logical Seminary hosted two special 
guests from the Roman Catholic Spir-

itan University College (SUC) in Ghana: 
the Very Rev. Fr. Peter Laast, Provincial 
Superior of the Province of Ghana, Con-
gregation of the Holy Spirit; and Fr. An-
thony Anomah, rector of SUC. Laast led 
the SFTS community in prayer one morn-
ing during his visit, and in reflecting on 
the Gospel story of Peter getting out of a 
boat to walk on the water toward Jesus, he 
challenged Christians everywhere to step 
out of their comfort zones. 

“Our courage or lack of courage is re-
lated to the size of our God,” Laast said. 
“With a small God, we can’t risk and we 
can’t be generous; the opposite is true with 
faith in a large God.”

The SFTS and SUC communities 
have demonstrated their faith in a large 

God by boldly stepping into a new 
relationship to cultivate an ecumeni-
cal, international educational partner-
ship across the Atlantic. To begin the 
journey of stepping out in faith, Laast 
and Anomah joined SFTS for planning 
meetings to develop a Clinical Pastoral 
Education exchange program, which in-
cluded Rev. Dr. James McDonald, Presi-
dent of SFTS; Rev. Dr. Jana Childers, 
Dean of the Seminary; and Rev. Laurie 
Garrett-Cobbina, the seminary’s Shaw 
Family Chair of Clinical Pastoral Educa-
tion (CPE).  

Beginning in the summer of 2015, 
three to five SFTS students will accom-
pany Garrett-Cobbina to Ghana, where 
they will join three to five SUC students 
as participants in a CPE program.  In true 
partnership, SFTS and SUC are sharing 

See Ghana, page 27

“Our courage  
or lack of courage is 
related to the size  

of our God.  
With a small God, 

we can’t risk and we 
can’t be generous; the 
opposite is true with 

faith in a  
large God.”

— the Very rev.  
fr. peter laast
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Fact or Fiction? 
SFTS professors contribute to book on New Testament miracle stories 

New Testament (NT) miracle stories occupy an 
important place in the life of 
the church. They are the subject 

of countless sermons, and are frequent-
ly referenced in pastoral care and Bible 
study. Yet inevitably they are greeted with 
skepticism by Christians today. Are these 
“miracles” fact or fiction? And is this dis-
tinction integral to the text or an inven-
tion of modernity?

Miracles Revisited, a new book edited 
by Dr. Annette Weissenrieder, associate 
professor of New Testament at San Fran-
cisco Theological Seminary, and Stefan 
Alkier, professor of New Testament at 
Goethe University Frankfurt am Main, 
focuses on the question of reality in NT 
miracle stories and their reception, from 
antiquity to current times. The book ex-
amines this topic in light of ancient nar-
ratives, pilgrimages, medical texts, and visual images, par-
ticularly images from the catacombs. 

Most of the studies published in the book date back to 
discussions at a 2011 conference on “Healing Stories and 

Concepts of Reality from Antiquity to the Mid-
dle Ages” at SFTS. The conference was designed 
jointly by Weissenrieder and Alkier and made pos-

sible through the cooperation of SFTS and 
the faculty of Protestant theology at Goethe 
University Frankfurt am Main.

The book addresses how ancient concepts 
of reality, always complex, came to expres-
sion in stories of miraculous healings and 
their reception in medicine, art, literature, 
theology, and philosophy, from classical an-
tiquity to current times. Examining healing 
stories in light of their historical contexts 
gives plausibility to contemporary interpre-
tations of ancient healings.

The book includes articles written by 
several SFTS professors: the Rev. Dr. James 
Noel, “Miracle and Eschatology in Two 
African American Slave Narratives and the 
Spirituals”; Dr. Christopher Ocker, “The 

Physiology of Spirit in the Reformation”; and Dr. Annette 
Weissenrieder, “Stories Just Under the Skin: Lepra in the 
Gospel of Luke” and “Cultural Translation: The Fig Tree 
and Politics of Representation Under Nero in Rome.”

To purchase the book, 
visit the website of the 
publisher, De gruyter: 
www.degruyter.com

New Educational Offerings Approved by SFTS Faculty

On Wednesday afternoon, November 13, the San Francisco Theological Seminary faculty approved two new 
educational offerings: a Certificate in Trauma and Spiritual Care and a Diploma in Executive Leadership. Both 
offerings represent fulfillment of some of the goals adopted under the Strategic Plan in early 2013. The course 

schedules for both programs are tailored to accommodate working professionals from all walks of life.

For more information about these exciting new programs, please visit our website at www.sfts.edu.

Certificate in trauma  
and Spiritual Care
This graduate-level certificate seeks to 
build a foundation in trauma recovery 
that both addresses the basic causes 
of trauma and helps students apply 
resources in spirituality to create a ho-
listic understanding of spiritual care 
for trauma survivors. Its theological 
orientation is Christian, yet its focus 
is to prepare those who serve people of 

a wide variety of religious expressions, 
and is tailored for both ordained and 
lay individuals.

Diploma in Executive 
Leadership
A joint program with McCormick 
Theological Seminary in Chicago, this 
diploma will prepare both ordained 
and lay individuals for leadership in a 
variety of settings. Students will gain 

deeper self-awareness to identify areas 
for on-going self-work in emotional 
and spiritual intelligence; broaden 
theological perspectives and organi-
zational development understandings 
for the wise practice of leadership; 
learn the tools necessary for effective 
organizational communication and 
collaborative leadership; and build 
new relationships with colleagues in 
ministerial leadership.
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SFTS Helps Find Common ground  
in Conflicts Worlds Apart
By Rachel Howard

On a warm evening this past 
July, more than 60 people 
packed into San Francisco 

Theological Seminary’s Scott Hall 
Lounge for a conversation with two 
prominent peace-builders: Rev. Byron 
Bland and Daniel “Nane” Alejandrez. 
Those in attendance included students 
from the Latin American School of 
Theological Studies in El Cerrito (Es-
cuela Latino Americana de Estudios 
Teologicos - ELET); congregational 
leaders from the African American 
community in the Bayview-Hunters 
Point area of San Francisco; and stu-
dents in the Master of Divinity and 
Doctor of Ministry programs at SFTS.  

The event, “An Evening with By-
ron Bland and ‘Nane’ Alejandrez,” was 
the first of what is hoped to be many 
Advanced Pastoral Studies Innova-
tion in Ministry events, designed to 
enhance the educational experience of 
SFTS D.Min. students. This particu-

lar event supplemented the “Culturally 
Attentive Conflicts Ministry” semi-
nar, taught by Rev. Dr. Virstan Choy, 
Associate Professor of Ministry.

“The purpose of the seminar is 
not to just identify conflict manage-
ment techniques, but rather to engage 
students in exploring contextually-
attentive and culturally-appropriate 
approaches to understanding and 
addressing conflicts, especially those 
of a cross-cultural nature,” explained 
Choy. 

Bland, a 1974 MA and 1975 
M.Div. SFTS graduate and 2013 SFTS 
Distinguished Alumnus, has been 
working for the past 20 years to stop 
religious violence between Protestant 
and Catholic groups in Northern Ire-
land. Because of his effective efforts in 
Bellfast, he has also been asked to help 
with peacemaking efforts between Is-
rael and Palestine. Bland is Senior 
Consultant for the Stanford University 
Center for International Conflict and 

Negotiation, and was instrumental in 
the founding of Stanford’s first peace 
studies program in the 1980s. 

Alejandrez is the founder and Ex-
ecutive Director of Barrios Unidos, a 
nation-wide coalition based in Santa 
Cruz, California, that works to stop 
gang violence and promote peace 
among some of the most impoverished 
and disenfranchised sectors of society. 
He is known in the gang and prison 
community as a trusted advocate and 
ally for peace building. Alejandrez 
has been honored by Harry Belafonte 
and was the subject of an episode of 
the A&E channel series “Uncommon 
Americans,” narrated by Bill Bradley, 
former U.S. Senator from New Jersey.

Both Bland and Alejandrez shared 
insights from their extensive work in 
conflict mediation, gang mediation, 
and advocacy for the incarcerated. 
In addition to responding to ques-
tions raised by attendees, they also 

“To build peace, you have to take 
people’s interests into account 

and determine if there are any 
overlapping interests. 

— rev. Byron Bland

“You can’t mediate with a 
group of people  

without showing you care 
about them.”

— daniel “nane” alejandrez
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An EvEnIng  
wIth PEACE-BUILDERS  
REv. ByROn BLAnD  
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Research suggests Biblical text  
was intended to be performed 
By Charles Wei

Sitting down for a chat with Dr. Annette Schellenberg, 
Associate Professor of Old Testament at San Francis-
co Theological Seminary, I was reminded 

of the first time I stepped into her office. It was 
during my first semester at seminary, when I 
was having a difficult time reconciling what 
we were learning in the classroom with what I 
believed. Schellenberg is a demanding profes-
sor, but she is pastoral when it comes to the 
faith concerns of her students. As I began this 
interview, I saw looking back at me the same 
open and caring face that welcomed me when I 
needed help more than four years ago.

Schellenberg, who is currently on sabbatical, 
talked about her recent trip to Europe, where she 
gave lectures in Germany and Switzerland. She spent three 
weeks as a visiting professor at Friedrich-Alexander Uni-
versity in Erlangen, Germany, at the invitation of Profes-
sor Jürgen van Oorschot. In Switzerland, she gave a guest 
lecture at Zurich University, her alma mater. 

Schellenberg’s lectures dealt with the Old Testament 
book the Song of Songs, the subject of a commentary she 

began writing last summer for the series Illuminations. 
Schellenberg explained that one of her lectures, “Senses 
and Sensuality in the Song of Songs,” deals with “how 
the different senses— hearing, seeing, smelling, tasting, 
touching—are used or described in the Song of Songs and 
how these descriptions contribute to the erotic nature of 

the text,” she said. “These descriptions of sense 
perception are interesting for Old Testament 
anthropology because they give us clues to the 
ideas that the ancient Israelites might have had 
about what it means to be a human being. Old 
Testament scholarship hasn’t paid a lot of atten-
tion to this topic yet.”

Schellenberg participated in three confer-
ences in Erlangen. At a conference on bodies 
and boundaries, organized by Friedrich-Alex-
ander University’s Anthropology of Religions 

department, Schellenberg lectured on “Boundary 
Crossings In and Through the Song of Songs.” In 
this lecture, she posed the theory that the Song 

of Songs may have been a performed text. “It may have en-
abled ancient Israelites to explore freedoms they otherwise 
would not have had,” she said. “The Song of Songs speaks 
so openly about sexuality and premarital sexuality, which 
doesn’t conform with ancient Israelite norms.” 

Sabbatical gives Schellenberg  
New View of Song of Songs

dr. annette  
schellenberg
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Restoring Relationships  
with Native Americans
By Rachel Howard

If you ask a certain San Francisco 
Theological Seminary professor a 
question that piques her curiosity, 

she just might dedicate some course-
work and a sabbatical to come up with 
an answer. At least that’s what inspired 
Dr. Carol Robb to start her research 
on the topic of land rights for Native 
Americans.

“Four years ago, in the process 
of discussing a book about distribu-
tive justice, a student asked how this 
theory of justice surrounding land 
rights could be applied to the Native 
American peoples,” explained Robb, 
the SFTS Margaret Dollar Professor 
of Christian Social Ethics. “For Native 
Americans, land is a part of the com-
munity and important for their iden-
tities. For many if not most Anglos, 
land is a commodity.”  

Shortly after this question was 
raised, Robb made a deal with PhD 
student Chaitanya Motupalli, who 
had expressed interest in studying the 
land rights of the Dalit people, the 
lowest members of the caste system 
of India. If Motupalli would study 
the Dalit’s struggles for land rights, 
Robb would study the issue of Na-
tive American land rights. Not only 
did both keep their word, they ended 
up teaching a course together in envi-
ronmental ethics with a focus on in-
digenous land rights. This was made 
possible through Motupalli’s receipt 
of the Newhall Fellowship, a competi-
tive award for doctoral students at the 
Graduate Theological Union. The fel-
lowship allows students to engage in 
collaborative research or teaching with 
a faculty member. 

Robb’s interest in studying Na-
tive American land rights ultimately 
blossomed into a much broader study: 
how to restore relationships between 
Native Americans and Anglos in the 
United States despite the history of 
government attempts to erase Native 
American cultures.

“What does a nation think about 
itself when it knows that it has stolen 
land from the people who were there 
before they got there?” asks Robb. 
“What kind of restored relationship 
could we even imagine with Native 
Americans given this history?”

This is exactly what Robb is hoping 
to study during her sabbatical, which 
will begin in early January. She has al-
ready conducted research while visit-
ing her home state of Kansas, which 
in the past was home to the Osage, a 
Native American tribe. She is also gin-
gerly reaching out to the Marin Na-
tive American Alliance, realizing that 
building a relationship with the Alli-
ance will take time, given the history 
of broken treaties between the United 
States and Native Americans.

However, Robb is not deterred by 
these historical barriers because con-
fronting them is simply part of the 
restoration process. “Before you can 
restore a relationship, you must first 
remember the history. The next steps 
are to repent, to make a genuine effort 
to repair, and finally, to restore the re-
lationship.”

 Rachel Howard is the Director of 
Communications.
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FACULTY 
UPDATES

Rev.   
Dr. Jana 
Childers  
traveled to 
Southern Cal-
ifornia this 
fall to partici-

pate in the Western Associa-
tion of Schools and Colleges 
accreditation review of a sister 
institution. She later went to 
Charlotte, North Carolina, to 
represent SFTS President Rev. 
Dr. James McDonald at a 
meeting of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.)’s Committee 
on Theological Education. 
She participated in the inau-
guration of the new president 
of Fuller Theological Semi-
nary and in the installation of 
Dr. Jennifer Lord as a full pro-
fessor at Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary. 

Childers made her third 
trip to Canada this year, where 
she delivered a keynote ad-
dress at this summer’s worship 
festival in Saskatchewan, did a 
brief teaching stint at Vancou-
ver School of Theology, and 
preached and lectured at the 
Lester Randall Preaching Fel-
lowship in Toronto. She made a 
return trip to San Diego as well, 
offering Taiwanese pastors from 
the Chinese Church Pastors’ 
Fellowship a continuing educa-
tion course in preaching for the 
second time this year. In Janu-
ary, Childers will go to Florida 
to speak at Stetson University’s 
Winter Pastors’ School. 
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FACULTY UPDATES
Dr. Christopher  
Ocker did archival 
research this summer 
in Lyons, France, 
and Munich, Ger-
many, for a book on 
the early Reforma-

tion, tentatively titled In the Matter of 
Martin Luther.

Ocker has been invited to join the 
editorial board of the Journal of the 
Bible and Its Reception, which is dedi-
cated to scholarship on the history of 
biblical interpretation in Christianity, 
Judaism, and Islam.

His article “Typology” has been 
published in the Oxford Guide to 
the Historical Reception of Augustine, 
edited by Karla Pollmann (Oxford 
University Press, 2013), and his ar-
ticle “The Physiology of Spirit in the 
Reformation: Medical Consensus 
and Protestant Theologians” has been 
published in Miracle Stories Revisited, 
edited by our own Dr. Annette Weis-
senrieder, with Stefan Alkier (Tübin-
gen: Mohr Siebeck, 2013, pages 115–
156). (Please see “Fact or Fiction” on 
page 12).

In April, he moderated the session 
“Emperors and Fathers” at a confer-
ence on “The New Patristics” at the 
University of California at Berkeley. 
He was also a respondent to Deena 
Aranoff’s paper “Conversas and Con-
tinuity” at a conference on “Varieties 
of Medieval Jewish Literature” at the 
Graduate Theological Union. Also 
in April, he taught a four-class series 
at Montclair Presbyterian Church in 
Oakland on “The Reformed Tradi-
tion in an Interfaith World,” and he 
addressed the Renaissance Breakfast 
Club, organized by Mark Rubinstein, 
a professor at the University of Cali-
fornia’s Haas School of Business. The 
topic was “Models of Secularization.”

In October, Ocker taught a four-
course series on “The Reformed Tra-
dition in an Interfaith Age: Presbyteri-
ans and Other Protestants in a World 
of Religious Change” at Montclair 
Presbyterian Church to complement 
the series he offered there in April. In 

November, he taught a four-course 
series called “See, Pray, Read, and 
Live Like a Mystic” at First Presbyteri-
an Church in San Rafael, California.

In the current semester, Ocker has 
been teaching an online course, His-
tory 1. He will be offering the online 
section of the Muilenburg-Koenig 
History of Religion Seminar in the 
2014 spring semester (please see next 
page).

Rev. Dr. Eugene  
Eung-Chun Park  
wrote exegetical arti-
cles on Matthew 
26:57–68 and Mat-
thew 26:69–75 in 
Feasting on the Gos-

pels: Matthew, Vol. 2 (Westminster 
John Knox Press, 2013), edited by 
Cynthia Jarvis and Elizabeth John-
son. Park presented a paper, “The 
Cynic Itinerant Philosophers and the 
Galilean Wandering Missionaries,” at 
the 68th annual conference of the 
Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas 
(SNTS) in Perth, Australia, in July. 
He gave a series of lectures on “The 
Quest for the Historical Jesus” at First 
Presbyterian Church of Burlingame, 
California, in October and Novem-
ber. Park also preached at Sungan 
Presbyterian Church in Kwangju, 
Korea, in July and at the Korean Pres-
byterian Church of San Rafael, Cali-
fornia, in August.

Dr. Carol Robb  
participated in the 
Social Ethics Net-
work (SEN) annual 
meeting in Septem-
ber.  SEN links pro-
fessors of ethics at 

Presbyterian-related colleges and 
seminaries to advise and consult with 
the PC(USA)’s Advisory Committee 
on Social Witness Policy. In her pre-
sentation at the meeting, Robb re-
viewed current public opinion on cli-
mate change. Her findings were 
similar to the results of a May 2009 
Presbyterian Panel survey on the envi-

ronment. Robb found that Presbyte-
rians and other religious people tend 
to understand responsibility for the 
environment as a matter of steward-
ship, and in this sense a matter appro-
priate for Christian theology and 
worship. A smaller proportion of 
people see climate change as a matter 
relevant to spirituality. Robb’s re-
search points to a need for leaders of 
worshiping communities to be more 
proactive in connecting climate 
change to spiritual life.

Dr. Annette Schel-
lenberg gave a Bi-
ble study at First 
Presbyterian Church 
in Oakland, Califor-
nia, and wrote a 
commentary on the 

book of Ecclesiastes for the German 
series Zurich Bible Commentaries, 
due for release in November. Schel-
lenberg spent three weeks in Septem-
ber with the theological department 
of the University of Erlangen, Ger-
many, where she gave two lectures on 
the Song of Songs: “Senses and Sen-
suality in the Song of Songs” and 
“Bodies, Boundaries, and Boundary 
Crossings in the Song of Songs.” She 
also participated in three conferences 
and gave a lecture on Adam and Eve. 
Later that month, Schellenberg pre-
sented a lecture on the Song of Songs 
to the theological faculty of the Uni-
versity of Zurich, Switzerland. (Please 
see full story on page 14).

Dr. Scott   
Sullender, Associ-
ate Professor of Pas-
toral Counseling, 
received a Distin-
guished Contribu-
tion Award from the 

Pacific Region of the American As-
sociation of Pastoral Counselors at its 
annual meeting in Berkeley in Octo-
ber. This award recognized Sullender 
for nearly 40 years of service to the 
association and for his contributions 
to the ministry of pastoral counseling.



fa
c
u

lty
SPRINg 2014  
OnLInE COURSES
In line with San Francisco Theological Seminary’s strategic planning 
goal to leverage technology to make classes accessible to even more 
students, the following classes will be available online this spring.

the Muilenburg-Koenig  
history of Religion Seminar
taught by Dr. Christopher Ocker 
Professor of Church History

This seminar, which is being offered online for the 
first time in its five-year history, investigates a theme 
from various historical periods from the perspec-
tives of the many disciplines relevant to theological 
study. The theme for the spring semester is “spirit.” 
The course will involve a broad, cross-disciplinary 
study of spirit—divine, human, and everything in 
between—from a variety of cultural, historical, and 
theological perspectives. Included is a required 
two-day workshop on the SFTS campus that will 
bring 10-20 scholars from around the world to 
share their research on spirit.

gospels: In-carnation  
into the world
taught by Dr. Annette weissenrieder  
Associate Professor of New Testament

The gospels emerged in the complex political and 
social context of the Roman Empire. This course 
examines the gospels and contemporaneous texts 
within their first-century greco-Roman contexts 
(especially Jewish contexts), pays attention to 
archaeological and inscriptional materials of the 
time, and demonstrates contemporary hermeneuti-
cal strategies, including feminist and postcolonial 
strategies. Students will also consider the contro-
versial contemporary contexts in which they and 
others interpret the New Testament.

OPEn tO: SFtS and gtU students, and the public. 
CREDIt: the classes may either be audited  

or taken for credit.  
EnROLL: www.sfts.edu
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Dr. Annette   
weissenrieder was 
invited by the Ar-
chaeological Team of 
the Universities of 
Halle and Bonn, 
Germany, to work on 

building inscriptions found at the 
Apollo Temple in Didyma. Weissen-
rieder’s work this past July primarily 
focused on the building inscriptions 

and the so-called “labyrinth” in a part 
of the sanctuary closed to the public. 

Weissenrieder participated in sev-
eral conferences on anthropology at 
the University of Freiburg, Germany, 
and presented papers in England on 
“The Body Matters!” and “New Tes-
tament Theology after Holocaust.” 
She also presented two papers at the 
University of South Africa, Pretoria. 
In October, she was invited to the 
Hengstberger Prizeholder meeting at 

the International Research Institute in 
Heidelberg, Germany.

Weissenrieder will participate in 
a workshop in January on “Embodi-
ment as Paradigm of Theological 
Anthropology.” She is working with 
Professor Dr. Gregor Etzelmüller and 
Professor Emeritus Dr. Michael Welk-
er of the University of Heidelberg in 
cooperation with the Marselius Insti-
tute to organize the workshop.
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By Rachel Howard

The first thing you may notice about Rev. Glenda Hope, a 
Master of Divinity graduate of San Francisco Theological 
Seminary, is her size. The 77-year-old minister with a shock 

of white hair stands barely five feet tall. But while Hope’s height 
may be what people notice first, it is her other qualities that leave a 
lasting impression—qualities such as power, wit, compassion, sense 
of humor, determination, conviction, and intelligence. 

Hope has spent the last 41 years serving the people of San 
Francisco’s Tenderloin district, one of the most impoverished 
communities in Northern California. After she and her husband 
Charles graduated from SFTS in 1969, they founded a variety of 
ministries in San Francisco known collectively as the San Fran-
cisco Network Ministries. These include SafeHouse, a place of 
rehabilitation for women seeking to escape prostitution, and Ten-
derloin Technology Lab, a center for computer training. Hope also 
began leading funerals for impoverished and homeless people who 
otherwise would not be granted the dignity of a memorial service. 

Hope retired this October, four decades after the ministries 
began. Following a career that included recognition by the Dalai 
Lama as an Unsung Hero of Compassion, accolades from recently 
retired U.S. Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey, and an honorary de-
gree from the University of San Francisco, her decision to retire 
did not go unnoticed.

In September, Hope’s work was celebrated at an event in San 
Francisco’s Patron Hall of St. Mary’s Cathedral that raised more 

greetings 
Alumni!

By now, I hope that many of you have 
heard from me as the new Director of 
Alumni & Church Relations. It has been 
a pleasure receiving your updates, some of 
which will appear in the coming pages. In 
fact, we heard from so many of you that 
we can’t fit all of your updates in this is-
sue! I assure you that if you don’t see your 
updates here today, you will see them in a 
future issue of Chimes. 

Now, I would like to tell you more 
about the Alumni & Church Relations 
Office, which is part of Advancement 
& External Relations. Over the past few 
months, we at San Francisco Theological 
Seminary have been developing a strategic 
plan for Alumni Relations in order to bet-
ter serve you. Some important points of 
that plan includes:

9 Creating alumni chapters and affin-
ity groups that will not only serve 
you, the alumni, but also SFTS 
and the wider community; 

9 Creating an alumni website so that 
all of you will be able to access 
job postings, webinars, online 
courses, and continuing education 
resources;

9 Hosting alumni-related events at 
SFTS and inother regional areas; and

9 Providing the opportunity for you 
to share your thoughts and opin-
ions via an Alumni Survey. You 
should expect to receive, or may 
even have already received, this 
survey asking for your thoughts 
and ideas on some of the semi-
nary’s new endeavors.

I invite all of you to contact me by 
phone at 415.451.2835 or by e-mail at 
fmcclellan@sfts.edu. As a fellow alumna, 
I look forward to working with all of you 
in the time to come.

Many Blessings,  
Faith McClellan
Director of  
Alumni & Church 
Relations 

HOPE
in San Francisco’s 
Tenderloin
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than $160,000 for SafeHouse. With al-
most 1,000 people in attendance, there 
was standing room only for most of the 
evening.

Hope’s trademark intelligence and 
wit came through in her opening re-
marks about the occasion: “The first 
thing I noticed tonight was the won-
derful job everyone did in putting this 
together,” she said. “The second thing I 
noticed was that I couldn’t see over the 
microphone.” The room erupted with 
laughter. But it didn’t take long for her 
to segue to a more serious topic: her de-
cision so many years ago to begin serv-
ing the Tenderloin.

“When people ask me, ‘Why have 
you done all these things?’ I tell them it’s 
because I know God loves me,” she said. 
“It’s that conviction that has been the 
source of Network Ministries. ‘Love’ 
is an active verb—it empowers us and 
frees us to take the action to stop vio-
lence and promote healing in this beau-
tiful population.”

Hope offered a wealth of advice 
about how best to serve those in need. 
“These people [in the Tenderloin] don’t 
need to be saved; they need compas-
sion, kindness, someone to listen,” she 
said. “But we need to get outside of the 
building—we need to go to where there 
are people who need to know that God 
loves them.”

Even in her newfound retirement, 
Hope plans to remain actively involved 
with SafeHouse, continue her participa-
tion in the Older Women’s League, and 
lead Community Giving Campaigns.

To close the evening, she left listen-
ers with a final charge: “Continue what 
you are doing: proclaiming God’s re-
lentless love in word and in deed, stop-
ping violence, and creating peace.”

 Rachel Howard is the Director  
of Communications.

Hope has spent the last 41 years serving the people  
of San Francisco’s Tenderloin district, one of the most  
impoverished communities in Northern California. 
Photos by Siana Hristova, David Paul Morris, and Lea Suzuki, The San Francisco Chronicle
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SFTS Alumnus Brings  
Thriving Congregation to 
Once Diminishing Church
By Rachel Howard

When Rev. Dr. Ken Shigematsu accepted a 
call to be pastor of Tenth Avenue Church of 
Vancouver in 1996, he knew he was in for 

a challenge. The congregation, which was very different 
from him in both age and culture, had cycled through 
20 pastors in 20 years and had shrunk from more than a 

thousand to a few hundred members. 
Today, 17 years later, the church has re-emerged 

as a vibrant, multi-ethnic church with more than 
2,000 members. The congregation gained national 
attention earlier this year when Canada’s govern-
ment awarded Shigematsu the Queen Elizabeth 
Diamond Jubilee Medal for the work he and his 
church are doing to help the homeless and to 
combat sex trafficking. 

The transformation of Tenth Avenue Church 
was not easy, nor was his call to serve there. After 

five days of fasting and prayer, Shigematsu felt 
called to apply for the position of pastor. Eight 

months later, he was invited to join Tenth Av-
enue as its head of staff.

During Shigematsu’s first weeks at 
the church, he faced opposition from 
some congregants because of his age, 
race, and lack of experience, even as 
he shouldered the burden of pull-
ing the church out of its precipitous 

decline. A mentor helped Shigematsu 
brave these challenges and find a vision 
for the church’s future, offering 
these encouraging words: “Remem-
ber that God is an artist; he will 
not lead you to copy anyone else. 
Seek God for his unique vision 

for this place.” 
Shigematsu took these words to heart. 

Through prayer, he felt God’s call again, 

this time for Tenth Avenue Church to be a place of wel-
come for all. “As we sought to welcome all people, we 
saw a whole stream of people from different backgrounds 
coming to Tenth—university students, internationals, 
people of different ethnic backgrounds, professionals, 
athletes, the urban poor, the homeless, and even sex trade 
workers.” 

But he was at a loss as to how to help the most dis-
advantaged of these new members—that is, until he en-

Queen Elizabeth 
Diamond Jubilee 
Medal

Tenth Avenue Church of Vancouver

Rev. Dr. Ken Shigematsu, a 2008 DASD  
and 2013 D.Min. graduate of SFTS.

A ChURCh REvItALIzED
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Banding Together 
in Bend, Oregon

They could open their own SFTS alumni 
chapter!  How do eight graduates of San 
Francisco Theological Seminary end up in 
one church?  Bend, Oregon has become a re-
tirement Mecca and seven SFTS graduates are 
now affiliated with Bend’s First Presbyterian 
Church. Even the Associate Pastor is an SFTS 
alumna: Jenny Warner, SFTS M.Div. class of 
2010. Is there any church in the country with 
more than eight graduates?  Let us hear from 
you at alumni@sfts.edu.

Pictured from left to right, front row: Bill Dittler, 1960 M.Div.; 
Don Krug, 1954 M.Div., 1955 STM, 1963 ThD; Brad Kent, 
1966 M.Div., 1996 CSF; back row: Lorraine Stuart, 1982 
M.Div., 1996 ASD; Jenny Warner, 2010 M.Div.; Jay Dee Con-
rad, 1963 M.Div., 1977 D.Min; Barry Heath, 1971 M.Div.  
(Not pictured: John Smart, 1956 M.Div.)
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1959 (M.Div.), 1975 (D.Min.)  
Rev. Dr. garner Odell spent the 
last 20 years serving as an Intention-
al Interim Pastor in cities through-
out California, which include Por-
terville, Orange Cove, Pasadena, 
Palmdale, Lemore, and Fresno. He 
also intermittently served as a Prot-
estant Chaplain for two cruise com-
panies, during which time he trav-
eled over one million sea miles and 
visited 176 different countries. He 
also earned a Master of Arts from 
the Pacific School of Religion and 
a Doctor of Divinity from Linden-
wood University in addition to the 
two degrees he earned at SFTS. He 
is now a retired member of the First 
Congregational Church (UCC) of 
Fresno, California, and has pub-
lished two novels with two more 
on the way. He and his wife, Grace, 
have five children, seven grandchil-
dren, and two great grandchildren.

1981 (M.Div.)  
Rev. David C. Emery completed 
his service as chaplain with Bridge 
Disability Ministries in Bellevue, 

Washington, December 31, 2012, 
and is currently looking for a new 
ministry. He has been volunteering 
with the National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness, South King County, as 
their treasurer and Family-to-Family 
educator.   

1981 (M.Div.)  
Rev. Joyce M. Emery served as 
Presbyter of the Synod of Alaska 
Northwest through December 31, 
2012, before serving as an interim 
pastor for five months at Westmin-
ster Presbyterian Church in Che-
halis, Washington. Currently, she is 
the Senior Charge Pastor at Salmon 
Creek United Methodist Church in 
Vancouver, Washington. She earned 
a D.Min. from Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary in May 2010. 

1981 (M.Div.)  
Rev. Rebecca hazen (formerly 
Rebecca Steen) has spent more 
than 24 years in parish ministry, 

serving seven churches: two regular 
calls and five interims, most in Cas-
cades Presbytery. In every church 
she served, she was the first woman 
to serve in that particular role. Ha-
zen retired eight years ago but is still 
involved with Westminster Presby-
terian Church in Eugene, Oregon, 
where she sings in the choir, plays 
hand-bells, and moderates the ses-
sion.   

1982 (M.Div.), 1996 (DASD)  
Rev. E. Lorraine Stuart was or-
dained October 2, 1982, as Associ-
ate Chaplain at Whitworth Univer-
sity. Following her marriage in May 
1984, she moved to Bend, Oregon, 
where she has served in First Pres-
byterian Church as Parish Associate, 
Interim Associate, and Spiritual Di-
rector. Now retired from active min-
istry, Stuart continues to be involved 
in the areas of spiritual formation 

ALUMNI UPDATES

Continued on page 23
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healing congregations
Recovering Jesus’ emphasis on healing could 
transform the church, says Francis geddes
By Eva Stimson

Healing is not a hot topic in mainline churches today. 
But it should be, says Francis Geddes (D.Min., 1962), 
author of Contemplative Healing: The Congregation as 

Healing Community (iUniverse, 2011).
“What I’m trying to do is recover a ministry that was a very 

significant part of the Church for its first 200 years,” says Ged-
des, a 90-year-old minister in the United Church of Christ who 
lives in Santa Rosa, California. “Followers of Jesus practiced 
healing as a continuation of the ministry he demonstrated.”

Geddes says that writing his dissertation on the topic of 
healing while at San Francisco Theological Seminary gave him 
“a good intellectual grounding for what later became my book.”

To bolster his case, Geddes maintains that 60 percent of 
the content of the Synoptic Gospels has to do with healing. 
He defines healing as “the recovery of wholeness,” adding that 
“healing has to do not just with physical illness but with emo-
tional burdens as well.”

Geddes believes healing is not just a one-on-one activity. 
“My assumption is that the congregation is a healing instru-
ment of God,” he says. “Everyone in the congregation is a latent 
healer; they just don’t realize it.”

Eva Stimson is a freelance writer and editor.

How can pastors  
help their congregations 
become healing commu-
nities? geddes offers a 
number of suggestions:

read about the ministry of 
healing. Besides the many pas-
sages on healing in the gospels, 
geddes recommends three books: 

•	Stretch	Out	Your	Hand:	Ex-
ploring	Healing	Prayer, by Tilda 
Norberg and Robert D. Webber

•	Psychology,	Medicine,	and	Chris-
tian	Healing, by Morton T. Kelsey

•	Healing	Words:	The	Power	of	
Prayer	and	the	Practice	of	Medi-
cine, by Larry Dossey, M.D.

teach church members 
about healing by preaching 
about it and leading study 
groups. geddes, whose mother 

was a medical doctor as well as 
an active church member, believes 

healing prayer and medical science 
can work together to promote whole-
ness. But today’s culture is steeped in 
a scientific worldview that leaves no 
room for divine activity.  
   Some may also believe that Jesus 
calls only certain gifted individuals to 
engage in healing ministry. On the 
contrary, says geddes. “Jesus picked 
out a group of fishermen and taught 
them healing,” he says. “It’s a matter 
of training and practice.”

Visit healing services offered 
by other congregations. Epis-
copal and Lutheran churches tend 
to be the most involved in healing 

ministry, geddes says.

Alumni spoke, and we listened! 

Welcome to the newest section of Chimes. In response to requests 
from alumni for resources that apply in both traditional and 
non-traditional church settings, we created a place where pastors 
and nonprofit professionals alike will find tips, tricks, and advice 
from experts in a variety of fields. In this and the coming issues, 
stay tuned for advice on everything from how to enhance relation-
ships with your congregants through the use of social media, to how 
to successfully transition a traditionally one-on-one practice to a 
congregational setting. You will find the latter from San Fran-
cisco Theological Seminary Alumnus Francis Geddes in the article 
below.

Help us help your fellow alumni! Share your expertise with us 
for a future issue of Chimes by sending an email to  
alumni@sfts.edu.

PASTORAL
TOOLBOX

1

2

3
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plan a healing 
service using the 
liturgy in the 
Book of common 

prayer, which also 
includes instructions about 

the New Testament practice 
of anointing with oil. Or 
incorporate healing prayer 
into Sunday worship. Once 
a month, people in geddes’ 
congregation are invited to 
meet with him in a chapel 
next to the sanctuary dur-
ing worship for prayer and 
anointing with oil for healing.

invite church mem-
bers who feel 
called to heal-
ing ministry to 
meet regularly for 

prayer. geddes de-
scribes how a small group of 
people in a Lutheran church 
in California began meeting 
regularly to pray for healing 
for themselves and others. 
Before long, says geddes, 
“healing spread out into a 
variety of ministries,” includ-
ing pastoral care, hospital 
visitation—even resolution 
of conflicts. The pastor 
began calling on members 
of the healing group to lead 
dialogue around contentious 
issues.  
   Each Sunday, a member of 
the healing group sits in the 
back of the sanctuary and 
prays throughout the worship 
service for the church’s heal-
ing. “Becoming a healing 
congregation,” says geddes, 
“has made the church a pray-
ing congregation as well.”

4

5
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and spiritual direction. She has taken Reiki training, levels 1 and 
2, and is part of a team related to the deacons that offers Reiki 
to the congregation on a regular basis. Stuart serves as facilita-
tor for a centering prayer group and as a presenter of centering 
prayer with the Contemplative Outreach network. Stuart and 
her husband, David, have traveled extensively, and they spent a 
number of years teaching conversational English in Nanjing and 
Changchun, China, and in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

1987 (M.Div.)  
Dr. Steve Johnson was recently promoted to Professor of Re-
ligion at Lycoming College, a small Methodist-affiliated liberal 
arts college in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. He has been teach-
ing New Testament, Greek, and Hellenistic-Roman culture and 
singing in the bass section of his wife’s Methodist choirs for 14 
years. One of Johnson’s most recent publications was a revision 
of New Testament Greek: A Beginning-Intermediate Grammar, Re-
vised Edition, a Greek grammar that San Francisco Theological 
Seminary professor Polly Coote uses in her Greek classes. (The 
first edition, by James Hewett, was revised by Mike Robbins and 
Steve Johnson.) Johnson has also served as Department Chair 
for most of the past 10 years. 

1987 (StD)  
Dr. Bruce Campbell Moyer was Professor of World Mission 
at the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary, part of An-
drews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan, until retiring in 
2004. Moyer has continued to be active, traveling and working 
among Muslims in Asia and Africa. He currently mentors doc-
toral students at Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary, 
speaks at various functions, and has started a chess club at the 
local high school. 

1987 (D.Min.)   
Rev. John “Richard” Randerson has helped lead the Anglican 
Church in New Zealand in matters of social justice, public eth-
ics, and contemporary theology. Randerson has served the An-
glican Church as Social Justice Commissioner, Assistant Bishop 
in Canberra, and Dean of Holy Trinity Cathedral in Auckland. 
He has written two books: A Word in Season, a compilation of 
sermons and public media articles; and Engagement 21, a the-
ology of the Church in mission with on-the-ground project 
outlines. Now retired in Wellington, he is writing a memoir on 
changes in church and society over the past 50 years. Randerson 
was honored in 2003 as a Companion of the New Zealand Or-
der of Merit.

1988 (M.Div.)  
Rev. georgiana “Jan” williams served her first pastorate 
in North Lincoln Westminster Parish in Lincoln County, Mis-
souri. She later moved to Gerald, Missouri, where she served 
Boeuff Presbyterian Church until the end of 1997, when she 

Continued on page 24
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accepted the Associate Pastor posi-
tion at First Presbyterian Church of 
Edwardsville, Illinois. A few years 
later, she moved to Huntington, 
West Virginia, to serve Spring Val-
ley Presbyterian Church. Williams 
completed four units of Clinical 
Pastoral Education (CPE) in the 
Pastoral Care Residency at Cabell 
Huntington Hospital in Hunting-
ton, West Virginia. She has served as 
Pastor of First Presbyterian Church 
in Ironton, Ohio, since May 2007. 
Williams serves on the boards of 
Hospice of Huntington in Ohio and 
Faith in Action of the River Cities. 
She is Chaplain of Church Women 
United in Ironton and visits the 
Federal Correctional Institution in 
Ashland, Kentucky, once a month. 
Williams has been part of Gateway 
Paseo con Cristo, the Cursillo Com-
munity in St. Louis, since 1991. 

1992 (D.Min.)  
Rev. Paul Lundborg retired July 1, 
2006, as Senior Pastor of Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Olympia, Washington. Lundborg 
recently published Death of a Dream, 
the story of his Swedish ancestors 
killed in Minnesota’s 1862 United 
States/Dakota War.

1994 (D.Min.)  
Rev. Kizzie Jones, BCC is an or-
dained United Church of Christ 
minister and works as Director of 
Spiritual Care at Horizon House 
Retirement Community in Seattle, 
Washington. Jones published her 
first children’s book, How Dachs-
hunds Came to Be: A Tall Tale About 
a Short Long Dog, in October 2012. 
The book received four national 
awards and is a first-place winner 
(Fiction: Tall Tale category) in the 
Readers’ Favorite international com-
petition. She has also been published 
in Chaplaincy Today, Primetime 
Northwest, and CHHSM Diakone. 

She was a 2005 Edmonds Write on 
the Sound first-place winner for a 
non-fiction work, “Waters of Com-
passion.”  

1996 (M.Div.)  
Rev. Marilyn Allen retired June 1, 
2013 as Pastor of Plymouth Presby-
terian Church in St. Helens, Oregon, 
after serving there for 17 years. Allen 
entered the ministry late in life, after 
two previous careers, and Plymouth 
was her only pastorate. She contin-
ues to be active in the Presbytery of 
the Cascades. She is enjoying spend-
ing time with her new grandson in 
Salem, Oregon, and occasionally 
with his three-year-old brother, and 
she looks forward to some road trips 
next year.

1998 (M.Div.)  
Rev. Dr. Cornelia Cyss Crocker 
(formerly Cornelia Cyss witten-
stein) was ordained in April 2002 
and went on to complete her PhD 
in New Testament Biblical Studies 
at the Graduate Theological Union 
later that year. She became Coor-
dinator of Older Adult Ministries 
at First Presbyterian Church in San 
Anselmo in 1999 and became In-
terim Associate Pastor of Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church in Vallejo, 
California, in 2004. From 2002 to 
2005, Crocker taught courses in 
New Testament, Greek, Hebrew, 
and Spirituality at SFTS, Pacific 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
and Dominican School of Philoso-
phy and Theology. Since 2006, she 
has been pastor of Two Rock Valley 
Presbyterian Church and Tomales 
Presbyterian Church. Located near 
Petaluma, California, the two con-
gregations just celebrated 60 years of 
being yoked in ministry and service.

2002 (M.Div.)   
Rev. Stephen Eunsang Moon re-
ceived a D.Min. May 18, 2013 from 

the American Baptist Seminary of 
the West. His dissertation was titled 
“SPR Reading of Luke-Acts: Trans-
formational Stewardship Study for 
Local Churches” and is available 
from Amazon.com. Moon is work-
ing as a next-generation church 
planter in the Sacramento Presbytery.

2004 (M.Div.)  
Rev. Ashton “Skip” Roberts, 
BCC completed two years of Clini-
cal Pastoral Education at Portland 
(Oregon) Veterans Affairs Hospital 
under Rev. Dr. Horace Duke. He 
was ordained to the ministry Febru-
ary 2007 at First Presbyterian Church 
in Newport, Oregon, and is currently 
employed as Staff Chaplain at Provi-
dence St. Vincent Medical Center 
in Portland. He has been married to 
Tina Roberts for 26 years, and they 
have five children and 16 grandchil-
dren.

2010 (M.Div.)  
Rev. Beverly Franco began semi-
nary at the age of 50. Franco gradu-
ated from the SFTS Southern Cali-
fornia campus, receiving the Surjit 
Singh Essay Award. She was certified 
ready for a call in June 2010. When 
she was diagnosed with breast cancer 
a few months later, Franco’s career 
plans were put on hold for a year. 
After several surgeries, she is now 
cancer free. In August 2012, she 
completed three units of CPE with 
Vitas Hospice in San Diego to sup-
plement the unit she had completed 
while in seminary. Vitas assigned her 
to Casa de Mañana, a retirement 
community in La Jolla, California. 
She was called to be Casa de Ma-
ñana’s first Chaplain in September. 
Franco was ordained in November 
2012 at First Presbyterian Church 
of Oceanside, where she occasion-
ally volunteers her time to teach and 
preach at First Presbyterian Church 
of Oceanside.

ALUMNI UPDATES



In a panel discussion hosted by the 
Seminary Support Network, which 
raises funds for PC(USA) seminaries 
through the Theological Education 
Fund, SFTS senior Rochelle Rawls-
Shaw shared thoughts on theological 
education from her perspective as a 
student. Rochelle spoke of her experi-
ence on the SFTS campus, her time 
interning with the Presbyterian Min-
istry at the United Nations, and her 
substantial involvement as an SFTS 
student representative at denomina-
tional gatherings. 

Both Rawls-Shaw and third-year 
M.Div. student Tad Hopp attended a 
workshop offered by the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program as part of the Com-
passion, Peace, and Justice Conference 
at Big Tent. Shaw cited the workshop 
as a resource that strengthened her call 
to pursue social justice.

“The workshop confirmed what I 
discerned my call to be—which is to 
advocate for justice and human rights 
for people who do not get proper food 
or nutrition because of corporate greed 
and injustice,” Rawls-Shaw explained.

Hopp said the workshop opened 
his eyes to the many complex issues 
surrounding hunger. “I ended up 
learning just how complex the issue of 
food justice is, and how much it is tied 

with issues of race, class, gender, sex-
ual orientation and economic status.”

Rawls-Shaw also attended the Na-
tional Black Presbyterian Caucus din-
ner. She says the dinner gave her “the 
opportunity to get reacquainted with 
many of my African American friends 
as well as meet new friends. I met a 
lot of SFTS alumni there, and they 
shared with me their ministry experi-
ences after graduation.”

Third-year M.Div. student Jeffery 
Ferguson attended the Evangelism 
and Church Growth Conference, 
which focused on the PC(USA)’s 
1001 Worshiping Communities ini-

tiative. Because of this experience, he 
has new ties to the Presbyterian Mis-
sion Agency and will be starting a new 
worshiping community in Boston 
next February.

Big Tent provided a rich opportu-
nity for members of the SFTS com-
munity to reconnect with old friends, 
build new relationships, and learn 
from experts in a variety of fields. 
Those who attended say they can’t wait 
to see what the General Assembly will 
bring in 2014.

Scott Clark is the Associate Dean of Student Life 
and Chaplain; Elizabeth McCord is the Associate 

Dean for Vocations;  Rachel Howard is the 
Director of Communications.

counselors for one-on-one and group 
therapy sessions, shelter for women 
whose lives are in imminent danger, 
and transitional housing. It also of-
fers programs for perpetrators—men, 
women, and youth—who want to stop 
their abuse. 

As part of her work, Meyers has 
spent 112 hours answering calls on 
the center’s 24-hour hotline, when she 
frequently finds herself depending on 

the chaplaincy training she received 
while in Colorado.

“On these calls, I have to really 
hear the person I am talking to: listen 
to where they are, validate what they 
are saying, and offer them a place to 
come back to who they are,” she says. 
“And this is the work of ministry—
whether you are in a hospital or in a 
parish, it’s to help people be who they 
really are.”

Meyers is completing the other 
half of her internship at Seventh Ave-
nue Presbyterian Church in San Fran-
cisco to gain more experience in parish 

work. There, she has the opportunity 
to preach once a month, lead the 
Women’s Spirituality Group, co-lead 
retreats, participate in leading weekly 
liturgies, and conduct Taizé services.

“I’m both a learner and a teacher, 
offering a fresh perspective for the 
congregation,” she says. “I’m granted 
a certain amount of authority and also 
treated very graciously, because the 
people surrounding me know that I’m 
learning.” Meyers is grateful for her in-
ternship experiences and for being in 
this unique place in her life.

Rachel Howard is the Director of 
Communications.

Meyers
From page 10

Rochelle Rawls-Shaw, Cameron Highsmith,  
Rev. Elizabeth McCord, Jeffery Ferguson, and Rev. Scott Clark.
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From page 2

SFTS CHIMES  |  Fall 2013              25



“I have always found a connection 
to Spirit through nature. And that’s re-
ally what it is – when you’re out there, 
you’re with the elements and you’re 
with other creatures, with Creation. 
I’ve even had seals swim between my 
legs…and for me, the more physical 
something is, the more spiritual it be-
comes.”

Drake is a third-year Master of 
Divinity student at San Francisco 
Theological Seminary, currently com-
pleting his internship as a Chaplain 
Resident Intern at the University of 
California at San Francisco Medical 
Center. Drake also holds a Master’s 
degree in Conflict Resolution, and 
volunteers at San Quentin Prison in 
the Restorative Justice program. After 
graduating from SFTS, Drake hopes 
to become a hospital chaplain.

“I want to be there for people dur-
ing the most critical and challenging 
times in their lives,” Drake explained.

In addition to studying at SFTS, 
he is also a member of the San Francis-
co Dolphin Club, a public-access ath-
letic club with more than 1100 mem-
bers who swim and row classic wooden 
boats on the Bay waters. It’s through 
this membership that he found out 
about a fundraiser called “Swim for 
the Bay,” which benefits the nonprofit 
San Francisco Baykeeper. Baykeeper is 
the only pollution watchdog in the San 
Francisco Bay Area that keeps a boat 
on the Bay to monitor pollution levels.

On October 20, low visibility kept 
him and his teammates from mak-
ing the swim. As Drake described it, 
“Remember the beginning of Jack 
London’s Sea Wolf ?  That’s what today 
was like on the bay — pea soup fog 
and zero visibility.” To keep swimmers 
safe, the Coast Guard and BayKeeper 
decided to boat the swimmers towards 
Emeryville until visibility improved, 
which didn’t happen until they were 
about 100 yards from shore. But this 
is just the nature of the unpredictable 
Bay.

Swimmers did relish in the ability 
to swim the cold waters, even though it 
was for less time than they had wanted.  
Drake and his team were still wildly 
successful at fundraising: individually, 
Drake raised $1,600, his team raised 
$7,000, and the whole event brought 
in $25,000 for BayKeeper.

Drake fondly recalls his experi-
ence as a support person in the relay 
last year, which happened to take place 
right before a Biblical Greek exam at 
SFTS. Throughout the day, in between 
helping relay swimmers in and out of 
the water, he shuffled his flash cards, 
memorizing Greek vocabulary.  “It 
was such a beautiful experience, just 
being there for the team, and I knew I 
had to swim it myself,” Drake recalled.

Through all of these experiences, 
the Bay has come to have special 
meaning to Drake. “I just really love 
this Bay. It’s beautiful. It’s magnifi-
cent. And when you swim in it, you’re 
immersed in it, you really come to love 
it — it represents life and it becomes a 
part of you.”

 Rachel Howard is the Director of 
Communications.

With the exception of the first line, 
there is no narrator in the Song of 
Songs—something that is not true of 
most other books in the Bible. “All of 
the text is spoken by the characters in 
the text,” Schellenberg explains. “It’s 
often not clear who is speaking, but if 
the text is being performed, it becomes  
clear, because you see whether it is the 
woman or the man who is speaking, 
or somebody else.” Schellenberg notes 
that the Song of Songs resembles simi-
lar texts from ancient Egypt that are 
regarded as love songs meant to be 
performed.

Schellenberg suspects that the 
Song of Songs might have been per-
formed during festivals, because “at 
festivals you had more freedom. A 
festival is something that is different 
from daily life.” She speculates that 
the performance might have been in-
teractive, with riddles for the audience 
or portions that involved call and re-
sponse. Reading the Hebrew text takes 
about half an hour, she says, but it is 
hard to say with certainty how long a 
performance might have been, given 
all the variables involved and the fact 
that the text was most likely sung.

Schellenberg also believes that the 
text was very much in flux, and that 
the performances may have been dif-
ferent from time to time. The version 
we have now is a snapshot, frozen in 
time, of what was once a living oral 

tradition. Documents from Qumran, 
an ancient archaeological site in Israel, 
contain a shorter version of the Song 
of Songs, which seems to confirm that 
the text did indeed change over time. 

With a wistful look on her face, 
Schellenberg continues, “As much as 
I love teaching, and also really miss it 
a bit right now, I have gained so much 
from being on sabbatical. Sabbaticals 
are extremely important because they 
provide professors the time they need 
to conduct serious research and to ex-
change thoughts and ideas with other 
scholars.” Schellenberg’s research will 
allow her to bring a new perspective 
to the classroom when she returns to 
teach in spring 2015.
Charles Wei is a 2013 M.Div. graduate of SFTS.

Song of Songs
From page14

Swimming
From page 8
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the cost of providing this transforma-
tive educational experience to their 
students. Garrett-Cobbina is applying 
for grants to support project expenses, 
including student travel costs, an ad-
junct teaching assistant, and CPE pro-
gram fees. She plans to travel to Ghana 
in 2014 to interview SUC students to 
be participant-learners in the initial 
CPE unit. 

SFTS will serve as host for the 
next phase of the partnership, perhaps 
as early as 2016, when SUC students 
come for a CPE unit in the United 
States. Garrett-Cobbina’s long-term 
hope is that an SUC student will dis-
cern a call to ministry as a CPE super-
visor, enroll in supervisory education 
with her at SFTS, and then return to 
Ghana to establish an accredited CPE 
program through SUC.  

The administrative cabinet of SFTS 
has enthusiastically endorsed this in-
novative ministry project, hailing it as 
an example of one of the seminary’s 

priorities: establishing partnerships 
with the global church. This priority 
was emphasized in the strategic plan 
approved by the Board of Trustees in 
May 2013. The new Ghana partner-
ship is one of many global partner-
ships initiated by SFTS.

The CPE program is made possible 
by a generous gift from SFTS alum-
nus John F. Shaw (B.D. 1954) and his 
wife, Julia Shaw. The Shaw Family 
Chair of Clinical Pastoral Education 
is the first fully endowed chair in the 
discipline of CPE at a theological edu-
cation institution. Garrett-Cobbina, 
who is certified as a CPE supervisor 
by the Association for Clinical Pasto-
ral Education, was appointed the first 
Shaw Family Chair in July 2006. 

“Competence in religious and 
spiritual care calls for educational ex-
perience relevant to the entire interde-
pendent global community,” Garrett-
Cobbina says, explaining her vision for 
the CPE project in Ghana. “My hope 
is to explore the reality and the poten-
tial of diverse and contextual theologi-
cal education de-centered from North 
American, Western, and European 
frameworks.”

The SFTS community looks for-
ward to continuing, strengthening, 
and building such international part-
nerships within the global church.

Bentley Stewart is a third-year M.Div. student.

addressed the questions frequently 
raised in communities experiencing 
conflict: How do you break the cycles 
of violence? How do you help people 
who are poles apart from each other 
and engaged in a violent relationship 
come to discover the possibility of a 
shared future?

As Bland explained, “To build 
peace, you have to take people’s in-
terests into account and determine if 
there are any overlapping interests. It 
is these shared interests that will allow 
you to show people in conflict that 
they have a shared future.” 

Alejandrez addressed the impor-
tance of building relationships with 
warring communities. “You can’t me-

diate with a group of people without 
showing you care about them,” he 
explained, adding that this is why he 
makes frequent visits to San Quentin.

While the conflicts Bland and Ale-
jandrez focus their energies on may 
seem to be worlds apart, their conver-
sation that night showed how trans-
ferable their relationship-oriented, 
peace-building strategies are from one 
community to another. 

A few months after this event, 
Bland accompanied SFTS D.Min. 
student and Pastor Ernest Jackson to 
his Bayview-Hunters Point neighbor-
hood, where he was struck by how 
similar the physical and psychologi-
cal barriers were there to what he 
witnessed in Belfast. The two are now 
seeking to work together on a project 
in this Bay Area community.

Alejandrez has agreed to work with 
Oakland-based ELET, who meet un-
der the leadership of SFTS Alumnus 
Rev. Pablo Morataya, to help Mora-
toya’s congregations develop a variety 
of ministries that will serve incarcer-
ated community members and their 
families.

Those who attended the panel dis-
cussion called it a unique opportunity 
to hear from experienced and innova-
tive practitioners in peace-building that 
could lead to future projects. SFTS will 
continue providing the spiritual as well 
as physical space that fosters such trans-
formative relationships, cultivates new 
efforts in social justice, and sustains 
those continuing to work for peace lo-
cally and globally. 

 Rachel Howard is the Director of 
Communications.

ghana
From page 11

Peace
From page 13

“Competence in religious 
and spiritual care 

calls for educational 
experience relevant 

to the entire 
interdependent global 

community.”
— rev. laurie  

garrett-cobbina
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countered Robert, a homeless man 
sleeping on the steps of the church. 
A church elder had offered Robert 
a place to sleep, but something kept 
pulling him back to the church 
steps. One cold night, Robert went 
to sleep in the silhouette of the 
church and never woke up.

This tragic occurrence pushed 
Shigematsu to act. “I sensed that 
we had to do something—that 
this was our moment,” he says. 
With the help of colleagues, 
he started an overnight shelter 
ministry for the homeless called 
“Out of the Cold,” which pro-
vides shelter from October to 
April, as well as a weekly meal. 
He didn’t want those without a home 
to suffer the way Robert had.

The additional influx of sex work-
ers into the congregation spurred 
Shigematsu and his congregants to 
become involved in the fight against 
sex trafficking, both in Canada and 
abroad. To combat the explosion of 
the sex trade during the 2010 Win-
ter Olympics hosted in Vancouver, 
Tenth Avenue Church promoted the 
grassroots movement “Buying Sex Is 
Not a Sport” to raise awareness and to 
pressure the government to pass laws 
against sex trafficking. That year, due 
in part to the work of Shigematsu 
and his congregation, the Canadian 
government passed a law mandating a 
minimum of five years in jail for those 
involved in the sex trafficking of chil-
dren under 18.

Tenth Avenue Church began pro-
viding so many services to the poor 
and homeless that when the church 
submitted a building permit to the 
city, inspectors told Shigematsu that 
they would have to obtain a social ser-
vices permit. Shigematsu argued that 
obtaining the resources to apply for 

such a permit would place an undue 
burden on his congregation and on 
faith communities as a whole. 

“We don’t believe serving the 
poor is an extracurricular ministry 
of the Church,” Shigematsu said. “It 
has been part of our historic mission 
for more than 2,000 years.” The city 

council ultimately 
agreed with him and 
lifted the requirement 
to obtain the addition-
al permit.

Thanks to the lead-
ership of Shigematsu, 
under which Tenth 
Avenue Church sought 
a unique vision, opened 
the sanctuary doors to 
all people, helped those 
in need, and took a stand 
against sex trafficking, 
the church has thrived 
for the last 17 years. The 
creative ways in which 
Shigematsu interacts with 
his congregation in wor-
ship has also ensured that 
those who walk through 
the church doors keep 
coming back. According to 
his bio, “On any given Sun-

day, congregants are often surprised 
by the props Ken uses, whether it’s a 
hamburger under a napkin or a mu-
sic stand as a javelin. Tenth regulars 
dare not doze during Ken’s sermons, 
as they never know when their pas-
tor will flop down flat on his back 
in a dramatic antic to emphasize his 
point.”

In August of this year, Shigematsu 
published his book God in My Every-
thing, which he describes as “the fruit 
of my studies at San Francisco Theo-
logical Seminary, which enriched my 
life with God and empowered my min-
istry in Vancouver.” The book, which 
has hit the bestseller list on Amazon, 
offers guidance on how even the busi-
est people can ensure God’s presence 
in their lives.

For more information about Shige-
matsu and the Tenth Avenue Church 
of Vancouver, please visit the church’s 
website at www.tenth.ca. Shigematsu’s 
book may be purchased online at 
www.amazon.com. 

 Rachel Howard is the Director of 
Communications.

Shigematsu 

From page 20

“We don’t believe 
serving the poor is an 

extracurricular ministry 
of the Church.  

It has been part of our 
historic mission for 

more than 2,000 years.”
— rev. dr. Ken shigematsu
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ALUMNI & FRIENDS

THE 2013 HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

Names with an * reflect those who have 
given consecutively for the past  

seven fiscal years.
 

Monthly donors in italics 

Alabama
Rev. Dr. Robert Christian

Alaska
Rev. Daniel C. Ketchum
* Rev. and Mrs. Young Ko Kwon
Mrs. Mary J. Landstrom

Arizona
Rev. Douglas R. Baer and Mrs. Carol L. 

Baer
Rev. Dr. Lance R. Barker
Mr. Richard E. Barnhart
* Rev. Robert F. and  

Rev. Bobbye B. Clark
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Paul W. DeBeer
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Paul D. Eppinger
Rev. Dr. Helmi A. Fulton
Mr. and Mrs. Jene H. Jacoby
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Leonard
* Rev. and Mrs. Paul F. Moser
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. O’Grady
Rev. and Mrs. James A. Remer
Rev. Gloria S. Sannermark
Mrs. Joan P. Steele
Mr. and Mrs. James Unruh
Mrs. Lou Helen Walker
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Douglas P. Wright

Arkansas
* Rev. Carlos and Rev. Sally Lopez

California
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. George S. Ackerman
* Mr. James D. Akins, Jr.
Mrs. Diana L. Aldrich
Mr. Thomas P. Alexander
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Vernon P. Alexander

Ms. Elsa Amboy
Dr. and Mrs. William J. Amend, Jr.
Dr. Victor C. Anderson
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. David E. Baker
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Donald J. Barnes
* Mr. K. W. Barnet
* Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Barr
Mrs. Katherine Barrass
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Jay R. Bartow
* Mr. and Mrs. Carl Basore
Mrs. Bobbi P. Batchelder
Sara and Bob Bauer
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Bealo, Sr.
* Rev. Dr. Bill E. Beck and  

Rev. Mary B. Beck
* Mr. and Mrs. Donald D. Bell
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Mervin J. Bernier
* Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bewsher
Ms. Jerilynn I. Blackstone
Rev. Byron L. Bland
Rev. Jean W. Boal and Mr. Jeff Boal
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Bos
Mrs. Margaret E. Botka
Mr. and Mrs. Russell R. Brabec
* Dr. H. Lois Brainard
Mrs. Barbara Brenner-Buder
Mr. and Mrs. Roy C. Brooks
Rev. Dr. Daphyne K. Brown
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Raymond K. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Norman L. Bryan
Ms. Phylis Buchan
* Ms. Marcia E. Burkart
* Ms. Barbara Joyce Byers
Mrs. Sarah Campbell
Rev. Lorenzo Carlisle
Rev. Dr. Sylvia M. Casberg
* Rev. Barry F. Cavaghan and  

Mrs. Peggy J. Cavaghan
Rev. and Mrs. Robert C. Cerince
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Marvin L. Chaney
Rev. and Mrs. John G. Chatalas
Rev. Dr. Jana Lynn Childers
Mrs. June Childers

Rev. and Mrs. Richard S. Chiolis
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Chitiea
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Choi
Dr. Jeanne Choy Tate and  

Mr. Buddy Tate Choy
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Virstan B. Choy
* Mr. and Mrs. Michael Christie
Rev. and Mrs. Harry J. Chuck
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Churchill
Rev. Scott Clark
* Mr. Vern A. Clark
Rev. Katharine D. Clayton
Ms. Bonnie Cobb
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Cole
Mrs. Ann B. Coleman
Rev. Catherine and Mr. John Collette
Mrs. Marie Collier
Rev. Robert and Mrs.  

Kathleen Conover
Ms. Jean Cormack
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

John P. Crossley, Jr.
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Arthur E. Crouch, Jr.
Rev. Dr. Cornelia I. R. Cyss Crocker
Ms. Carol Dacquisto
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Walter T. Davis, Jr.
* Rev. and Mrs. Gary W. Demarest
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. DeMund
* Mr. and Mrs. Philip R. Denham
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Denton
Ms. Charlotte Dickson
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Dill
* Mrs. Janet W. Doak
Rev. Gail C. Doering and  

Mr. David H. Doering
* Dr. and Mrs. John A. Dolan
Mrs. Judith T. Donovan
Dorf Family Foundation and  

Rev. Joy and Mr. Richard C. Dorf
* Mrs. Mary Lou Dorking
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Dornsife
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Dougherty
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Wallace D. Drotts
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Duerr

San Francisco Theological Seminary acknowledges with sincere appreciation the generous gifts  
that were received during the 2013 Fiscal Year: July 1, 2012–June 30, 2013.
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Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey E. Dunn
* Rev. Dr. Mark A. and  

Mrs. Agnes W. Duntley
Dr. John C. Eckels
* Rev. and Mrs.  

LeRoy O. Egenberger
Mrs. Lucinda A. Elgin
Ms. Sandra Ellyson
Rev. Dr. James G. Emerson, Jr.
* Rev. Dr. and  

Mrs. Donald V. Emmel
* Mr. and Mrs. Roy L. Epperson
Mrs. Verna M. Fairchild
Russell and Carol Faucett
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Finch
Rev. C. G. Fitzgerald
Mrs. Nancy T. Ford
Rev. and Mrs. Daniel Fowler
Rev. Christine and  

Mr. Bond Francisco
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Fukada
Mr. Thomas Fuller
Rev. Robert Fung
Rev. Laurie J. Garrett-Cobbina and Mr. 

Michael Cobbina
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Garvey
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Francis Geddes
* Ms. Sue G. Gibbons
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Goodall
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Goodall
Rev. and Mrs. Charles Goodrich
Ms. Mary M. Grafflin
Ms. Alice L. Graham
Ms. Mary C. Grande
Mr. and Mrs. Carl L. Grant
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Gray
Mrs. Martha R. Green
* Mr. and Mrs. William B. Greenwood
Mrs. Phoebe R. Greer
Mr. John M. and Mrs. Nancy H. Griffin
Ms. Linda Gruel
Prof. John M. Hackmann
Rev. Dr. John S. Hadsell
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Hagan
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Frank S. Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. Earl S. Hamlin
* Mrs. Marian J. Hardin
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stanley Hargleroad
Mrs. Hazel M. Harken
Rev. R. John and Coventry Harris
Rev. and Mrs. Earle R. Harvey, Jr.
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Robert J. Hawthorne
Dr. and Mrs. Roger W. Hedin
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Ray W. Heer
Ms. Alison Hendley

Dr. and Mrs. Richard P. Henke
Mr. James Henry, Sr.
Ms. Paula S. Heppler
Rev. and Mrs. George E. Herbert
* Mr. and Mrs. H. Frederick Heuser
Mrs. Ruth L. Hiersemann
* Ms. Luella Bell Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Monte B. Hill
Mr. Stephen Hitchcock
Dr. and Mrs. Cecil E. Hoffman, Jr.
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Wayne W. Hoffmann
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Hokenstad
* Mr. and Mrs. Kevin K. Holsinger
Mrs. Dorothy Houston
Rev. Marjorie Hoyer-Smith
* Rev. James C. Huffstutler
* Mr. Michael F. Hughes
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Roger B. Hull
Rev. and Mrs.  

William R. Hutchinson
Rev. and Mrs. Travis L. Hyatt
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Imai
* Mr. and Mrs. Tucker Ingham
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Paul B. Janke
Ms. Shirley Jeffrey
Mr. and Mrs. Morris C. Jewell
Mr. and Mrs. George B. Johnson
Rev. and Mrs. Walter E. Johnson
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

William N. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Johnston
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Jones
Rev. and Mrs. Harold Jow
Rev. Dr. Young Chang Kahng
Ms. Joyce Kamp
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Kang
Ms. Sally Karste
Rev. Dr. and Rev. Mas Kawashima
Mr. and Mrs. Earl E. Kehret
Ms. Elizabeth A. Keranen
Rev. Jeannie Y. Kim
Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Kim
Mrs. Lester E. Kim
Mrs. Ida E. King
Mr. George A. Klein
* Dr. J. Stewart Kreiss
Dr. Daniel J. Kugler, S.T.
Mrs. Barbara A. Kvam
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John N. Langfitt
* Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lawler
Rev. and Mrs. Eugene W. Lee
William L. Noll Family Fund
Dr. Elizabeth Liebert
Mrs. Audrey B. Lightbody
Mrs. Carol E. Link

* Rev. and Mrs. Walter R. Link
Mr. Herbert Linville
* Mrs. Cecile Litherland
Rev. Donald I. MacInnes
Rev. and Mrs. Frank R. Marshall
Rev. Ann M. Martel
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Matthews
* Ms. Elizabeth Ann McDonald
Rev. Dr. James and  

Rev. Dr. Elizabeth McDonald
Ms. Eleanor J. McGahie
* Rev. Roberta H. McReynolds and Rev. 

Harold L. Rucker
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. McRostie
* Ms. Marie Melrose
Ms. Marty Melville
Dr. and Mrs. Alan S. Miller
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Charles R. Mitchell
Ms. Anne M. Molteni
Rev. Dr. Edward G. Momrow
* Rev. Mark T. Moon
Ms. Mary L. Moore
Ms. Shari W. Moran
Ms. Alice Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Morris
Mrs. Jean M. Mudge
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Murphy
Rev. Geoffrey G. Nelson
* Rev. Harriet and Mr. John Nelson
Mr. Andrew P. Ng
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James A. Noel, Jr.
* Rev. and Mrs. Alan H. Olson
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. No Soo Pak
Rev. and Mrs. David W. Palmer
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Eugene E. Park
Ms. Ann Parker
Mrs. Marilyn J. Patten
* Joe and Pat Paulucci
* Rev. and Mrs. Richard G. Pearson
Rev. Sandra Peirce and  

Mr. John Peirce
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Pelz
* Mr. and Mrs. James L. Peterson
* Mrs. Olwen W. Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Phillips
Mr. Larry Pickard
Rev. Betty Jo Potter
Rev. Linda S. Powers
Mrs. Kathryn M. Pratt
Mrs. Mary D. Pryor
Dr. J. H. Quint
Rev. Cheryl A. Raine and  

Mr. Paul V. Raine
The Elizabeth and Hugh J. Ralston 

Charitable Fund
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Ms. Charlotte Ramsburg Dickson
Rev. Ellen and Mr. Newlin Rankin
Mrs. Mary Anne Ravizza and  

Mr. Norman M. Ravizza
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Donald M. Rayment
Rev. Dr. Deana J. Reed
Dr. Benjamin A. Reist
* Mr. and Mrs. John J. Reynolds
Mrs. Nancy L. Rice
Rev. Renee M. Rico
* Mr. and Mrs. Ralph L. Riggs
* Rev. Norman P. Roadarmel
* The Hon. Earldean V.S. Robbins
Mrs. Mary K. Roberts
Rev. Samuel Roberts
Rev. Dr. Charles G. Robertson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James V. Robertson
* Mrs. Merilie Robertson and  

Mr. Rae R. Wilken
* Ms. Jillian Robinson
Ms. Sally Rorick-Orlando
Rev. Dr. Deetje Poppi Rotinsulu-Tiwa 

and Rev. Agustinus Rotinsulu-Tiwa
Mrs. Joan D. Runyeon
Rev. Katherine J. Runyeon
Mr. A. Donald Ruygrok
* Mrs. Irene Webb Salyer
Rev. Dr. Michael T. Santini
The Ellen and Robert F. Sawyer Fund
Ms. Wanda L. Sawyers
Dr. Annette Schellenberg
* Mrs. Ellen N. Schillig
* Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Schlobohm
* Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Seeba

Mrs. Robert N. Shaffer
Ms. LaVerda L. Shaver
Mr. Mark Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest D. Shigley
Ms. Pat Shumard
Mrs. Jeanne P. Siegel
* Mr. and Mrs. John W. Simpson
Mrs. Dorothy P. Sloan
Rev. Donald L. Smith
Mrs. Kathryn K. Smith
The William H. Cilker  

Family Foundation and  
Rev. and Mrs. Kenton W. Smith

* Mr. and Mrs. Will L. Spence
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Springer
The Marion and Emmett Stanton  

Family Fund
Mrs. Virginia L. Stanton
Ms. Dorothy F. Stevens
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John G. Stevens
* Ms. Betty E. Stott
Rev. Barbara Stout
Mr. and Mrs. John Stratford
Dr. Noble M. Streeter
Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd J. Strehl
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. Scott Sullender
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Sally K. Swanson
* Mrs. Marion Swarthout
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James E. Symons
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Mikel B. Taxer
Rev. Dr. Martha Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Elbert Thomas
Dr. Nancy G. Thomson
* Rev. Mary Lynn Tobin and  

Dr. David C. Campbell

* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Chester L. Tolson
Mrs. Cecilia Tonsing
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Turner
* Mr. and Mrs. William H. Turnquist
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John E. Turpin
* Mrs. Marjorie S. Tweedie
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James C. Upshaw
Rev. and Mrs. Bradley Van Sant
* Rev. Margaret J. Veneman
* Dr. and Mrs. Herman C. Waetjen
Mrs. Almarine E. Walker
Rev. and Mrs. David T. Wang
Ms. Nelly Wannenmacher
* The Revs. David D. and  

Wendy G. Warner
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Watts
Dr. N’Yisrela C. Watts-Afriyie
Mrs. E. B. Weber
Mr. and Mrs. Harold B. Wessels
Rev. and Mrs. Jon S. West
Rev. Dr. Lester L. Westling, Jr.
* Dr. Joan R. Wheelwright
Ms. Cecilia M. White
Ms. Mardys Whiteman
Lois Williams
* Rev. and Mrs. Robert E. Williams
Ms. Barbara L. Winter
Dr. Hugh B. Wire and  

Dr. Antoinette C. Wire
Rev. Dr. Steven E. Wirth and  

Mrs. Katharin E. Rundus
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Wise
Mr. Wesley S. Woo
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Woollett
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Richard E. Wylie
Rev. Sue Ann and Tyler Yarbrough
Rev. James E. Zeek

Colorado
Rev. William N. Colwell
Dr. and Mrs. John D. Dalke
Rev. Sylvia G. Edwards
Robert and Carolyn Hampel
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce O. Inglis
* Mr. and Mrs. James Johnson
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. J. Patrick Jordan
The Revs. David F. and  

Cheryl K. D. Lamb
Dr. John A. Lee
Rev. Dr. Albert W. Scarffe
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Thomas
Ms. Sarah Thomas
Rev. Dr. B. Clarke and Patricia Vestal
Mr. Michael Vining and  

Mrs. Koren Vining

Barbara Brenner 
Buder
Barbara Brenner Buder joined San Fran-
cisco Theological Seminary almost eight 
years ago to serve as the Vice President of 
Finance & Administration. She holds an 
MBA from Yale, and prior to coming to 
SFTS, worked for the Bank of America as 
an Executive Vice President. But once she 
left the private sector to come to SFTS, she 
never looked back. “I was drawn to and 

stayed with SFTS because of the important role the institution plays in 
our society: influencing the evolution of the Church and of our culture. 
I was also struck with how warm and welcoming the SFTS community 
was and remains!”  
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Connecticut
* Mr. and Mrs. Arthur F. Draper Jr.
Rev. Dr. Holger O. Lundin
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Dennis Winkleblack

Delaware
The Revs. Dianne and Frank S. Deming

Florida
* Rev. Julian Alexander
TRev. Dr. H. D. Crockett
Rev. Marilyn H. Cummings and  

Rev. James M. Cummings
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. G. R. Doerbaum
Dr. and Mrs. Jack E. Dorsey
* Dr. and Mrs. Richard Erikson
Dr. and Mrs. David G. Kelley
* Rev. Dr. Rebecca and  

Mr. James Langer
Rev. Dr. John F. Payne
* Rev. and Mrs. John F. Seibert

Georgia
Mrs. Florida Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher D. Mangum
Mr. and Mrs. Steven M. Weir

Hawaii
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. F. Chow
Rev. Dr. Kimberly and  

Mr. Gary Fong
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Gerald G. Gifford II
Rev. Ms. Sharon and Mr. Tooru Inake
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Okamura
Dr. and Mrs. Choo-Lak Yeow

Idaho
Anonymous (1)
Mrs. Denise Callao
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Gary R. Hindman
* Rev. and Mrs. John W. Pickrell
Mrs. Ruth W. Solomon

Illinois
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. William H. Brauer
Rev. Barbara and  

Mr. David Carmichael
Rev. Matthew Gearke and  

Mrs. Jessica Clevering
* Mrs. Doreen C. Hagerty
Rev. and Mrs. Leland B. Issleib
* Dr. Virginia W. Landgraf
The Revs. David and Joan Marshall
Rev. Mark S. Merrill
* Rev. and Mrs. Donald B. Register
Rev. Dr. Ned O. Roberts
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. M. G. Robey
Rev. and Mrs. H. Norman Roddick

* Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  
William G. Schlobohm

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Siligmueller
* Rev. and Mrs. Donald L. Simmonds
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Eric J. Snyder
* Dr. Jacqueline L. White

Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Edward McClellan
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Gary L. Reif

Iowa
Rev. Susan M. Barnes and Mr. Michael L. 

Ferguson
* Rev. Dr. David B. Castrodale and Mrs. 

Patricia A. Castrodale
Rev. and Mrs. Christopher P. Harris
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert P. Hoch
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. Dixon Jennings
Ms. Sylvia Johnson
Rev. Dr. Dale A. Patrick and  

Dr. Mary W. Patrick
Rev. Dr. Lynn M. Williams and Mrs. Lois 

C. Williams

Kansas
Rev. and Mrs. Charles M. Ayers
Ms. Christie M. Benson
Mrs. Mary E. Johnson
Mrs. Jean Mulford
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Patton
Ms. Harriet C. Prichard
Rev. and Mrs. Donald B. Schroeder
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Norman Simmons
Ms. Ethel L. Vaughan
* Rev. Dr. William M. Walter

Kentucky
* Rev. R. Howard McCuen, Jr.

Maine
Rev. and Mrs. Richard L. Waddell, Jr.

Maryland
Rev. John E. Brown Phd
Mr. and Mrs. George Hipkins III
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Jewett
Mrs. Lucy S. Keker
Mr. and Mrs. Walter B. Laessig
Ms. Ellen S. Lee
Rev. Dr. Oscar T. Miles, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William N. Parham Jr.
* Dr. Herbert D. Valentine

Massachusetts
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Fisher
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. David W. McIvor

Michigan
* Rev. Dr. George W. Baird

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Donald P. Buteyn
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Case
* Dr. and Mrs. Harry W. Eberts, Jr.
* Rev. Margaret A. Fox
* Dr. and Mrs. William G. Gepford
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Johnson
Rev. and Mrs. Charles F. Kothe
Ms. Helga S. Mann
Rev. Evans McGowan
Rev. Charlotte Sommers
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Laird J. Stuart

Minnesota
* Ms. Althera A. Bergren
Mr. Raymond J. Gibbons
Dr. and Mrs. Richard H. Headen
Rev. and Mrs. Richard A. James
Rev. Robert C. Light and  

Mrs. Patricia A. Light
Rev. and Mrs. John M. MacFarlane
Rev. and Mrs. Hugh A. Miller
Severson Family Fund of the Saint Paul 

Foundation and Rev. and  
Mrs. John B. Severson

Rev. and Mrs. H. David Stewart
* Rev. Marilyn Wells
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Dale R. Wordelman

Missouri
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis A. McDonald
Dr. and Mrs. Clarence R. Tucker

Montana
* Mr. and Mrs. Browne Barr
Mrs. Helen E. Beattie
Mrs. Barbara J. Gulick
Dr. and Mrs. Don W. Hamilton
Rev. Douglas L. Johnson
Rev. and Mrs. Timothy C. Lanham
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Stephani

Nebraska
Rev. and Mrs. Roy F. Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Charles French
Mr. and Mrs. John Granstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Morgan
Rev. William G. Nottage-Tacey
* Ms. Dorothy G. Richmond
Mr. W. Craig Worrell and  

Mrs. Betty Worrell

Nevada
Mrs. Mary Jo Barrett
* Mrs. Kim Bolin
Rev. Joyce A. Butcher
Rev. and Mrs. Ralph D. Lemme
* Rev. Jackie L. Leonard
Rev. Dr. Barbara J. Winston
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New Jersey
Rev. and Mrs. Howard A. Bryant, Sr.
* Rev. and Mrs. David J. Krotchko
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Neal D. Presa
* Dr. Donald P. Smith and  

Mrs. Verna G. Smith
The Revs. Leonard and Laurie Sponaugle
Rev. and Mrs. Samuel M. Stone

New Mexico
Mr. and Mrs. Wildur Birchler
Rev. Chad E. Boliek
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Terry L. Cain
* Rev. and Mrs. Earl S. Harvey
* Mrs. Carol B. Holland
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Rhoades
Rev. and Mrs. John E. Snider
Rev. Dr. John K. Tritenbach
Rev. and Mrs. Myron E. White
Rev. and Ms. Carl R. Zimmerman

New York
Mrs. Amy N. Akaishi
Rev. and Mrs. Earl B. Arnold
Rev. and Mrs. Eddie J. Jusino, Jr.
* Mrs. Ann D. Mallin
Rev. Martha R. Montovani
Rev. James N. Newman
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James G. Speer
Ms. Amelia Stratton-Smith
Rev. Dr. Kenneth J. Thomas and  

Rev. Margaret O. Thomas

North Carolina
* Rev. Dr. A. W. Benson and  

Dr. Arlene G. Taylor

Rev. and Mrs. Joseph J. Blankinship
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Luther G. Brewer
Rev. Dr. Sandra Brown
Rev. Dr. Barbara E. Dua
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Gordon C. Goodgame
Rev. and Mrs. Donald R. Jafvert
Rev. Dr. Flem B. Otey
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Parker
Mrs. Natalie Rickabaugh

Ohio
Mr. Gary L. Anderson and  

Mrs. Ruth A. Anderson
* Mrs. Mary H. Baird
* Rev. Dr. Barratt R. Banta
Dr. John B. Casterline
Rev. Yvette L. Dalton
Mr. and Mrs. Peter R. del Nagro
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Sydney V. Jackson
* Rev. Johnny Merritt
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Keith D. Myers
Rev. Dr. Gary Lynn Olin and  

Mrs. Saranne P Nelson-Olin
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Schmitkons

Oklahoma
Rev. Cheryl Finch
* Dr. and Mrs. J. R. Hershberger
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Steven M. Marsh
Rev. Dr. Thomas Murray and  

Mrs. Marilyn Murray

Oregon
Rev. Marilyn K. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Robert Blake

Mr. and Mrs. Gary R. Brewer
Dr. and Mrs. James M. Brown
The Revs. Thomas and  

Patricia Campbell-Schmitt
Mr. and Mrs. Davison Castles
Mr. and Mrs. Noble Deckard
Prof. and Mrs. Will Deming
Allen L. Dobbins, Ed.D
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John C. Evans, Jr.
Rev. and Mrs. Norman F. Few
* Rev. Elmer R. Frimoth
Rev. and Mr. Gebetsberger
Rev. Mary W. Gillespie
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Weston D. Gray
Rev. and Mrs. Lowell R. Greathouse
Mr. Robert C. Groves
The Revs. Carolyn and David Hampton
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Jack P. Hansen
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Barry B. Heath
Rev. and Mrs. Jack D. Hodges
Mrs. and Rev. Kathy Hubbard
Ms. Nancy Johns
* Rev. Mary G. Johnston
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James Bradford Kent
Mr. Steve Knowles
Dr. George M. Knox and  

Mrs. Frances M. Knox
Mr. and Mrs. Wilmar Kohne
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Charles D. Krug
Ms. Ardath E. Lilleland
Rev. Peg Lofsvold
* Rev. and Mrs. Philip U. Martin
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James C. Moiso
Rev. and Mr. Elizabeth Neel
* Rev. and Mrs. Rex C. Parker
Rev. and Mrs. Robert J. Perdue
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James C. Petersen
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Gary Powell
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Ramsey
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Douglas D. Rich
Rev. Dr. Earl W. Riddle
Ms. Eleanor Rieben
* Rev. Lucille L. Rieben
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Ross Robson
Rev. and Mrs. Jeff S. Sievert
Dr. Lewis W. Sprunger
* Rev. Lorraine and Mr. David Stuart
The Peter & Ann van Bever Charitable Fund
* Rev. and Mrs. Kris M. Voss-Rothmeier
Rev. Kathleen J. Waugh
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Webber
* Mrs. M. Jenelyn Wessler
Mr. and Mrs. Dale E. Wilkins

Pennsylvania
Rev. Thomas E. Armstrong
Rev. Dr. Robert W. Cahn

Scott Symes
“Let’s get to it!” was the enthusiastic re-
sponse of Trustee Scott Symes. The Board 
had just received the proposal from the 
Institutional Advancement Committee 
to proceed with a 20-month $6 million 
fundraising initiative. Scott, along with the 
rest of the Board, will be actively engaged 
in helping with the initiative because he 
feels strongly about the potential at SFTS 
to fundamentally affect the future of min-
istry. What does Scott think about when 

he reflects on SFTS? “Caring” is his response. “SFTS is a place where 
community has deep meaning for all who are related to the seminary.”
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Mrs. Patricia M. Colson
* Mr. Robert H. and  

Mrs. Heather F. Fleck
Rev. Erika Funk
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Thomas M. Johnston, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Frank R. Keller
Rev. Keith Kensinger
Rev. Dr. Paul C. MacMurray
Kip Leitner and Patricia Pearce
Dr. and Mrs. Harold E. Posey
Rev. Dr. Jean M. Richardson
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John K. Sharp
Rev. and Mrs. Gerard H. Weiss

South Carolina
Rev. and Mrs. George W. Day
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Glenn
* Ms. Judith R. Gritzmacher
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Martin L. Harkey, Jr.
Kwan Joong Kim, Ph.D
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis A. Roberson
Dr. and Mrs. L J. Taylor

South Dakota
Rev. Elizabeth Kelsey
* Mrs. Mary R. McGee

Tennessee
Mrs. Sara B. Barrios
Rev. Ellen C. Klyce
Dr. Pat McGeachy III
Rev. Aimee Moiso
The Revs. Mary Louise and  

Michael Scott Wilson

Texas
Mrs. Rosario de Lugo Batlle and  

Mr. Roger A. Batlle
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Frederick W. Cassell
Dr. and Mrs. Fred L. Christen
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Newton V. Cole
Rev. and Mrs. Peter D. Crouch
Mrs. Margaret Dimaline
Mr. and Mrs. W David East
Mr. And Mrs. Christopher Hollas
* Mr. and Mrs. Everett A. Marley, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. William R. Matkin
* Dr. George B. McDill
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Richard G. McFarlin
Rev. Martin P. Miller-Hessel and Mrs. 

Pamela A. Miller-Hessel
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Paul S. Nazarian
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

John C. Russell, Jr.

Mr. Richard B. and  
Mrs. Marguerite D. Scott-Johnson

Rev. Lillian B. Smith and  
Mr. Gregory S Smith

Rev. Nancy F. Tiegreen
* Rev. and Mrs. David L. Tritenbach
Rev. Dr. James F. Vanderholt
Rev. Pamela Wat

Utah
* Mrs. Mary D. Marlow
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Robert H. Rigstad

Virginia
Mr. Adlai J. Amor
* The Rev. and Mrs. William D. Russell

Washington
Rev. and Mrs. William B. Ailes
Mrs. Nita E. Baldwin
Mr. Frank Baresel
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Kevin Bates
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Bruce
* Rev. Dr. Glenn C. Carlson
Rev. Dr. Joan L. Carter
Mrs. Virginia D. Chappelle
Dr. and Mrs. James A. Cochran
Rev. William D. Counsell and Mrs. 

Lorelee Bauer
Rev. Janet B. DeWater and  

Mr. John F. DeWater
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James T. Elliott

The Revs. David Charles and  
Joyce M. Emery

Mrs. Roberta K Folmer and  
Mr. Howard W. Folmer

Mrs. Marjorie G. Garland
Rev. and Mrs. Roswell C. Gordon
Mr. J. Weaver Hess
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Paul E. Jensen
Rev. E. Jones
Rev. Dr. Jean S. Kim
* Rev. and Mrs. Charles L. Klaudt
* Rev. and Mrs. Richard W. Klein
* Rev. Dr. and Mrs. W. D. Klingler
Rev. and Mrs. Stephen C. Klump
* Mrs. Merilyn S. Kraftenberg
Rev. Lawrence P. Lake
Rev. and Mrs. Richard B. Lawson
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Lee
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Erick M. Leithe, Jr.
* Mr. and Mrs. William A. Longbrake
Rev. and Mrs. Darrell D. Lynn
Mrs. Sally S. Mackey
Rev. Iris W. Martin
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Gerald W. Montgomery
* Rev. Richard Nordgren and  

Ms. Fenya Kashergen
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Robert W. Olmsted
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Edward H. Rankin
Mr. Folmer Rasmusson

Dr. Kwan Joong Kim
Dr. Kwan Joong Kim, M.Div. class of 2004, 
is not your typical SFTS graduate. While 
in seminary, Kim realized he no longer 
wanted to be a pastor, and withdrew from 
SFTS. However, after receiving encour-
agement from his mother, he ultimately 
returned to earn his degree.  
Years later, while helping a friend study acu-
puncture, Kim’s love for the art his mother 
practiced for 30 years was rekindled. After 
returning to school to earn his Master’s and 

PhD in acupuncture, he owns Kim’s Yin & Yang Acupuncture in Bluff-
ton, South Carolina. In this spiritual setting of healing, Kim says, “It’s 
not only pastors who do God’s work; God needs all kinds of approaches 
for different people and needs in the world.” To SFTS he says, “God 
bless you and our school!”
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* Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  
Raymond L. Riese

Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth D. Robinson
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Ervin G. Roorda
Rev. J. S. Schaefer and  

Mrs. Rebecca R. Schaefer
Rev. and Mrs. Charles P. Schiller
Rev. John F. Shaw and  

Mrs. Julia P. Shaw
* Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth W. Smith
Mr. Tim Stampfli and  

Rev. Tammy S. Stampfli
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Stockdale
* Rev. Dr. Allan H. Swan
* Rev. and Mrs. J. Graley Taylor
Rev. Thomas J. Tweedie
Rev. and Mrs. Nicholas D. Valadez
* Rev. Dr. John A. Waide
Dr. Thomas G. Wert
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Dwight W. Whipple
Rev. John V. Worthington
* Mr. and Mrs. C. Edward Zeiger
Rev. Bill Zeiger

Washington, D.C.
Anonymous (1)
Rev. Dr. Judith E. Michaels

West Virginia
* Rev. and Mrs. William D. Russell
Mr. Douglas and Rev. Janet Jenkins
Rev. Dr. Rebecca S. Ritchey

Wisconsin
Rev. Cindy and Mr. Larry Arndt
Mrs. Margaret Birchler
* Rev. and Mrs. Paul E. Bodine
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Barry C. Boyer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cox
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

H. William Dummer
Ms. Mary Friske
* Dr. Alexandra Guliano
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Gustafson
Ms. Angeline Haag
Ms. Margaret Haag
* Rev. and Mrs. Garrett J. Kamerling
Ms. Betty Kendrick

Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Meunier
Mr. and Mrs. Barkley Omans
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Marwood E. Rettig
Rev. and Mrs.  

Theodore C. Sperduto II
Mr. and Mrs. Willard Starandt
Rev. and Mrs. Larry Stoker
Rev. Dr. Janet E. Wolfe
Mr. and Mrs. Brant Young

Wyoming
Mrs. Claudia P. Fisher

Australia
Rev. Dr. Colin R. Ford

New Zealand
Ms. Elizabeth Farrands

United Kingdom
Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd D. Auchard

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS
The seminary wishes to thank all Partner Congregations, Church Organizations, Foundations 
and Corporations for their generous support during the 2013 Fiscal Year: July 1, 2012—June 30, 
2013. We are also very appreciative of the congregations that support the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A) Theological Fund. The congregations listed below provided direct support to SFTS.

Names with an * reflect those  
that have given consecutively  

for the past 7 fiscal years.

California
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church,  

Daly City
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church, 

Presbyterian Women, Daly City
Calvary Foundation, San Francisco
Calvary Presbyterian Church, Berkeley
* Calvary Presbyterian Church, 

Presbyterian Women, Berkeley
Calvary Presbyterian Church,  

San Francisco
Carmichael Presbyterian Church, 

Presbyterian Women
Centerpointe Presbyterian Church, 

Pleasanton

Centerpointe Presbyterian Church, 
Presbyterian Women, Pleasanton

* College Access Foundation of 
California, San Francisco

* Covenant Presbyterian Church,  
Los Angeles

* Faith Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian 
Women, Rohnert Park

Faith United Presbyterian Church, 
Rohnert Park

First Presbyterian Church, Berkeley
* First Presbyterian Church, Burlingame
First Presbyterian Church, Fort Bragg
First Presbyterian Church, Hemet
First Presbyterian Church, Inglewood
First Presbyterian Church, Napa
First Presbyterian Church, Palo Alto
* First Presbyterian Church, 

Presbyterian Women, Fort Bragg
First Presbyterian Church,  

Presbyterian Women, Hemet
* First Presbyterian Church,  

Presbyterian Women, Napa
First Presbyterian Church,  

Presbyterian Women, Newark
First Presbyterian Church, San Leandro
* First Presbyterian Church, San Rafael
First Presbyterian Church, Stockton
Fremont Presbyterian Church, 

Presbyterian Women, Sacramento
Grace First Presbyterian Church,  

Long Beach
Grace Presbyterian Church,  

Presbyterian Women, Walnut Creek
Knox Presbyterian Church,  

Presbyterian Women, Santa Rosa
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Knox Presbyterian Church, Santa Rosa
Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, 

Lafayette
Lakeside Presbyterian Church,  

San Francisco
Montclair Presbyterian Church, Oakland
* Morro Bay Presbyterian Church, 

Presbyterian Women, Morro Bay
Old First Presbyterian Church,  

San Francisco
Presbyterian Church of Burlingame, 

Burlingame
* Presbyterian Church of Novato, Novato
Presbyterian Church of Novato, 

Presbyterian Women, Novato
* Presbyterian Church of the Roses,  

Santa Rosa
Presbyterian Church of the Roses, 

Women’s Association, Santa Rosa
Presbytery of Sacramento, Sacramento
Presbytery of San Francisco, San Francisco
Presbytery of San Jose, Presbyterian 

Women, San Jose
The A. Donald Ruygrok Trust, Banning
Sacramento Presbytery, Presbyterian 

Women, Sacramento
Sam’s Diner, San Francisco
San Marino Community Church,  

San Marino
Schwab Fund for Charitable Giving,  

San Francisco
Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church,  

San Francisco
St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Van Nuys

Stone Church of Willow Glen, San Jose
Thomas G. Greer Bypass Trust, Livermore
Valley Presbyterian Church, Portola Valley
Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church, 

Women’s Association, Walnut Creek
Wells Fargo Bank Matching Gift 

Program, San Francisco
Westminster Presbyterian Church of 

Richardson Bay, Tiburon
* William H. Cilker Family Foundation, 

Mountain View

Colorado
* Synod of the Rocky Mountains, 

Longmont

Idaho
* Presbytery of Kendall, Pocatello

Illinois
Margaret A. Farrer Trust, Havana

Iowa
* Principal Financial Group Foundation, 

Inc., Des Moines

Kentucky
* Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) 

Theological Education Fund, Louisville

Minnesota
New Amsterdam Presbyterian Church, 

Preston

Missouri
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Saint Louis

Montana
Sunrise Presbyterian Church, Great Falls

Nevada
St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Reno

New Jersey
* Chevron Matching Grants Program, 

Princeton
Northwestern Mutual Foundation, 

Princeton

North Carolina
IBM Matching Grants Program, Research 

Triangle Park
White Memorial Presbyterian Church, 

Raleigh

Oregon
First Presbyterian Church, Corvallis
* Savage Memorial Presbyterian Church, 

Portland
Washington
Rankin Revocable Living Trust, 

Vancouver
* Stockdale Family Foundation, 

University Place

Wisconsin
Mindoro Presbyterian Church, Mindoro
North Presbyterian Church, La Crosse
Presbytery of John Knox, Richland Center

Republic of Korea
Hanshin Presbyterian Church (P.R.O.K), 

Seoul

Wayne &  
Margaret Blake
“Wayne, SFTS is on the phone ….” is how the 
conversation started with Wayne and Mar-
garet Blake from Astoria, Oregon. Reading 
about the Center for Innovation in Ministry 
in the last issue of Chimes, they wanted to be 
in on the ground floor. Actually, they already 
are the ground floor, for the Blake family 
is a treasure-trove of pastors and spiritual 
activists. Eleven members of their family 
are graduates of SFTS. Wayne received his 
M.Div. in 1964, and Margaret received her Master of Values degree 
in 1993, 50 years after the graduation of her mother in 1943. About 
their gift, Margaret said “Our intent is to honor all family SFTS 
graduates who are innovators in ministry.” We think they have!

Margaret’s 1993 SFTS graduation with other 
family SFTS graduates: Back, l-r, Larry Irons, 
Dick Wichman, John Wichman, Larry Roumpf, 
Wayne Blake. Front, l-r, Ann Irons, Lois Wich-
man, Betty Roumpf, and Margaret Blake.
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MONTGOMERY SOCIETY
The Montgomery Society recognizes friends and alumni who have named SFTS  
within a planned gift. A donor qualifies for membership through a bequest, a trust or annuity, 
and/or lifetime gifts to the seminary of $10,000 or more. We honor the faithful support these special 
friends have contributed to the ministry of SFTS.

Anonymous (6)
Ms. Marguerite F. Abbott
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. George Abdo
Mr. Robert V. Adams
Rev. Dr. Paul M. Aijian and  

Mrs. Arlys E. Aijian
Mrs. Myrna Allen
Dr. Victor C. Anderson
Mr. Willson C. Applegate
Dr. and Mrs. James R. Appleton
Mrs. Everett Armington
Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd D. Auchard
Mrs. Ruth L. Auld
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Bagdasarian
Mrs. Nita E. Baldwin
Rev. Dr. Lance R. Barker
Mr. and Mrs. Browne Barr
Rev. Dr. Bill E. Beck and  

Rev. Mary B. Beck
Mr. and Mrs. Walter F. Bell Stover
Mrs. Margaret Birchler
Mrs. Elsie F. Bixler
Ms. Jerilynn I. Blackstone
Mrs. Eugene C. Blake
Mrs. Dorothy B. Bowman
Mr. George A. & Dr. Barbara H. 

Brightwell
Mrs. Margaret C. Brown
Rev. Dr. Sandra Brown
Mrs. Marketta Buckler
Rev. Patricia and Mr. Edward Bulkley
Mrs. Esther W. Burcham
Rev. Dr. Philip W. and   

Rev. Janet Butin
Rev. Dr. Sylvia M. Casberg
Dr. John B. Casterline
Rev. and Mrs. James E. Caulkins
Ms. Rosalie J. Chan
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John R. Chandler
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Marvin L. Chaney
Mrs. Virginia D. Chappelle
Rev. Dr. Jana Lynn Childers
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Virstan B. Choy
Rev. Robert F. and  

Rev. Bobbye B. Clark

Mr. and Mrs. Alden W. Clausen
Mrs. Dale Coddington
Rev. Catherine and Mr. John Collette
Mrs. Patricia M. Colson
Ms. Robbin Coons
Rev. and Mrs. Peter D. Crouch
Rev. Marilyn H. Cummings and  

Rev. James M. Cummings
Mr. Arthur V. Davis
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Walter T. Davis, Jr.
Rev. and Mrs. Gary W. Demarest
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. DeMund
Mrs. Janet W. Doak
Allen L. Dobbins, Ed.D
Mrs. Judith T. Donovan
Dorf Family Foundation and   

Rev. Joy and Mr. Richard C. Dorf
Mrs. Mary Lou Dorking
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Dornsife
Ms. Edith E. Dort
Frank and Joan Drachman
Mr. Rudolph W. Driscoll
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Jerry G. Elliott
Rev. Dr. James G. Emerson, Jr.
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Erickson
Mrs. Colleen T. Evans
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John C. Evans, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Russell B. Faucett
Mr. Eugene V. Fife
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip C. Fisher
Mrs. W. Elaine Fisher
Mr. Arthur E. Flegel
Mr. and Dr. Michael C. Fletcher, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Ford
Mrs. Nancy T. Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Foster
Mr. T. J. Foster, Jr.
Rev. H. D. Fowler
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Frame
Mr. Richard E. Freeman
Rev. Kurt W. Freund
Rev. Elmer R. Frimoth
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth A. Frykberg
Rev. Dr. George M. Furniss and  

Rev. Sandy Larson

Mr. and Mrs. Gary J. Gaetti
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Gerald W. Garvin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Geary
Mrs. Alice M. C. Gillespie
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Gist
Mrs. Edna M. Glasbrenner
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Glenn
Mrs. Robert K. Goodwin
Rev. Roland Gordon and  

Mrs. Mary Jane Gordon
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Gray
Mrs. Martha R. Green
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Greenwood
Ms. Judith R. Gritzmacher
Mr. Martin Grubb and  

Mrs. Eileen Grubb
Ms. Velma E. Guy
Mrs. Josephine B. Haas
Ms. Margaret Haas
Rev. Dr. John S. Hadsell
Mrs. Beatrice J. Haitz
Mr. William O. Hammerbeck
Mr. Robert W. Harris
Rev. and Mrs. Earle R. Harvey, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Roger W. Hedin
Mr. and Mrs. John Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Linvill L. Hendrich
Dr. and Mrs. Richard P. Henke
Mr. James Henry, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Herndon
Mr. and Mrs. H. Frederick Heuser
Rev. John N. Hickox
Mrs. Ruth L. Hiersemann
Mrs. Mary M. Holcomb
Mrs. Fern M. Holden
Mrs. Carol B. Holland
Mrs. Patricia V. Holvick
Rev. James C. Huffstutler
Rev. Dr. Riley E. Jensen and  

Dr. Pamela G. Kidd
Mrs. Carol L. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. James Johnson
Dr. Ruth E. Johnson
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

William N. Johnson
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Mrs. Lillie Jue
Rev. Dr. Young Chang Kahng
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Keifer
Mrs. Lucy S. Keker
Mrs. Arlene Kilgore
Mr. Hyung Joon Kim and  

Mrs. Eun Ju Choi
Mrs. Lester E. Kim
Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Kim
Rev. Sam Hwan Kim
Dr. Sook Ja C. Kim and  

Mr. Chai Ho Kim
Dr. Young Song Kim
Dr. and Mrs. Larry D. Kistner
Mrs. Grace A. Kliewer
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. W. D. Klingler
Mr. John W. Kluge
Rev. Dorothy P. Knudson
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Koenig
Mr. and Mrs. Wilmar Kohne
Mr. Otho Koontz
Mr. Robert G. Krollpfeiffer
Mrs. Mildred E. Lanford
Rev. Dr. Rebecca and  

Mr. James Langer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lawler
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lebre
Ms. Ellen S. Lee
Rev. Dr. Warren W. Lee and  

Mrs. Susan Leong
Rev. Jackie L. Leonard
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Leonard
Ms. Ardath E. Lilleland
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew Lin
Mrs. Dixie J. Lind
Mr. James G. Lintner
Mr. Herbert Linville
Mrs. Margaret W. Little
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Long
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Longbrake
Rev. Carlos and Rev. Sally Lopez
Capt. (Ret.) Paul C. Lovelace
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Ronald A. Lundeen
Mr. Joseph F. MacHarg
Mr. Alexander L. MacLennan
Ms. Mary B. Macquarrie
Fr. Dr. & Mrs. Charles E. Maier
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Charles Marks
Mr. and Mrs. Everett A. Marley, Jr.
Mrs. Mary D. Marlow
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Steven M. Marsh
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Matthews
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mayer
Dr. and Mrs. Warren C. McClain
Mrs. Helen McClure

Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  
Donald W. McCullough

Mrs. Yvonne McKnight
Willie J. and  Mary McMillian
Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Merrill
Mr. Arthur Miller
Mr. Franklin L. Miller
Rev. Kent C. Miller
Mr. James C. Milne
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James C. Moiso
Mr. John Moiso
Mrs. Ali Montague
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Montague
Dr. Cyris H. Moon
Dr. and Mrs. James F. Moore
Mr. James M. Mosbacher
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Moss
Mrs. Anne E. Mouer
Mrs. Jean M. Mudge
Mrs. Jean Mulford
Rev. Harriet and Mr. John Nelson
Mrs. Irene Ng
Mr. Michael J. Nizar
Rev. Richard Nordgren and  

Ms. Fenya Kashergen
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth and  

Mr. John Nordquist
Rev. William G. Nottage-Tacey
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Donald Oliver, Sr.
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Robert W. Olmsted
Dr. Gloria P. Olsen
Mr. and Ms. John O’Neil
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond H. Owings
Rev. Mary Paik and  

Rev. Dwight K. Morita
Rev. and Mrs. Rex C. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Parkinson
Rev. and Mrs. William R. Parry
Joe and Pat Paulucci
Rev. Dr. John F. Payne
Mrs. & Mr. Robert G. Pearson
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. David A. Peterson
Mrs. Olwen W. Peterson
Rev. Gayle J. Pickrell and  

Mr. John W. Davenport
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Pinkston
Mr. and Mrs. Philip R. Placier
Ms. Olga Porter
Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Power
Mr. and Mrs. Will Price
Rev. Gloria M. Pulido
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Donald M. Rayment
Rev. and Mrs. Paul C. Reeves
Rev. and Mrs. Donald B. Register

Mrs. Mary L. Remy
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Rhoades
Rev. Julie Richwine and  

Mr. John Richwine
Mrs. Joyce C. Ride
Richard L. Righter
The Hon. Earldean V.S. Robbins
Mr. and Mrs. James V. Robertson
Rev. and Mrs. H. Norman Roddick
Rev. Dr. Jack B. Rogers and  

Dr. Sharon M. Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Gerrold R. Rubin
Rev. and Mrs. William D. Russell
Ms. Peggy H. Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore J. Saenger
Mr. Bill Saul
The Ellen and Robert F. Sawyer Fund
Ms. Wanda L. Sawyers
Rev. J. S. Schaefer and  

Mrs. Rebecca R. Schaefer
Rev. Donald H. Schilling
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Schlobohm
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Seeba
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Sharpe
Rev. John F. Shaw and  

Mrs. Julia P. Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Shriver
Mrs. Jeanne P. Siegel
Rev. and Mrs. Donald L. Simmonds
Rev. and Mrs. Donald Sinclair
Mr. Dean Skanderup
Dr. Donald P. Smith and  

Mrs. Verna G. Smith
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth W. Smith
The William H. Cilker Family 

Foundation and Rev. and  
Mrs. Kenton W. Smith

Rosemary Holden Smith
Mrs. Thelma P. Smith
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Eric J. Snyder
Rev. and Mrs. Lee G. Stanley
The Marion & Emmett Stanton  

Family Fund
Mr. Charles A. Staples
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Sterling
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Stockdale
Mr. Jim Stoltzfus and Mr. Floyd 

Humphreys
Ms. Betty E. Stott
Mrs. Shirley E. Strivings
Rev. Lorraine and Mr. David Stuart
Mrs. Virginia and  

Rev. Dr. Laird Stuart
Mrs. Arline J. Taylor
Dr. Nancy G. Thomson
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Rev. Mary Lynn Tobin and  
Dr. David C. Campbell

Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  
David T. Tomlinson

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Turnquist
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin E. Ulf III
Mr. and Mrs. James Unruh
Rev. and Mrs. Gregory D. Vacca
The Peter and Ann van Bever  

Charitable Fund
Mrs. Dorothy B. Van Camp
Mr. and Mrs. Edmundo E. Vasquez
Rev. Margaret J. Veneman
Rev. Dr. B. Clarke and Patricia Vestal
Dr. and Mrs. Herman C. Waetjen
Mrs. Almarine E. Walker
Mrs. Lou Helen Walker
Rev. Dr. William M. Walter
Mr. and Mrs. Kim E. Warner
Mr. Mark Warner
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Paul G. Watermulder
Dr. N’Yisrela C. Watts-Afriyie
Rev. Kathleen J. Waugh
Rev. and Mrs. Jon S. West
Ms. Irma Westcott
Rev. Debra E. Whaley
Mr. Jeffery M. Whaley
Mr. and Mrs. Norman L. Wherrett
Mrs. Edith M. Whitaker
Dr. Jacqueline L. White
Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Ronald C. White, Jr.
Mr. R. J. Wig
Rev. and Mrs. Robert E. Williams
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Willis
Dr. Hugh B. Wire and  

Dr. Antoinette C. Wire
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Douglas P. Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Wulf
Dr. Edith C. Yang Hobbs and  

Mr. Harold W. Hobbs
Dr. and Mrs. Choo-Lak Yeow
Rev. Kyung Sook Yoo
Mrs. Joyce M. Young
Mr. Young Sik Yun
Rev. James E. Zeek

IN MEMORY OF
SFTS continually thanks God 
for the wonderful works of 
faith by community members 
throughout the world. We are 
grateful for others who honor 
their legacies as well.

Ruth I. Anderson
   Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Seeba

Jesse Hays Baird and Susanna Baird
   Mr. Michael Vining and Mrs. Koren 

Vining

Rev. Dr. Allen Birchler (Allen B. 
and Margaret C. Birchler Student 
Scholarship Fund)
   Rev. Cindy and Mr. Larry Arndt
   Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur D. Birchler
   Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cox
   Mr. and Mrs. Charles French
   Ms. Mary Friske
   Mr. and Mrs. John Granstrom
   Mr. and Mrs. Ron Gustafson
   Ms. Angeline Haag
   Ms. Margaret Haag
   Ms. Sylvia Johnson
   Ms. Betty Kendrick
   Rev. Keith Kensinger
   Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Meunier

   Mindoro Presbyterian Church, 
Mindoro, WI

   Mr. and Mrs. Dean Morgan
   New Amsterdam Presbyterian Church, 

Preston, MN
   North Presbyterian Church,  

La Crosse, WI
   Mr. and Mrs. Barkley Omans
   Presbytery of John Knox,  

Richland Center, WI
   Mr. and Mrs. Dennis A. Roberson
   Mr. and Mrs. Willard Starandt
   Rev. and Mrs. Larry Stoker
   Mr. and Mrs. Brant Young

Rev. Ralph C. Bolin
   Mrs. Kim Bolin

Dr. Maximo J. Callao
   Mr. and Mrs. Alan Okamura

Rev. Max E. Greenlee
   Mrs. Ann D. Mallin

Luana F. Hammett
   Rev. Dr. James G. Emerson, Jr.

Raymond Humphries
   Rev. Sandra Peirce and Mr. John Peirce

Jayne Jenkins
   Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Seeba

Rev. Enoch R. Jones, Jr. ’31
   Mrs. Elizabeth W. Jones

Rev. James S. Little
   Dr. Lewis W. Sprunger

Rev. Dr. David Ng  
(Ng Resource Center)
   Mr. Andrew P. Ng

Allen Birchler
Allen Birchler received a B.Div. degree from SFTS in 
1954, and served congregations in Kansas, Nebraska 
and Wisconsin. Earning advanced degrees in history 

from the University of Nebraska, he taught at the 
University of Wisconsin La Crosse campus. Between 

2008 and 2012, Allen and Margaret Birchler established 
the “Allen B. and Margaret Birchler Scholarship Fund” at 

SFTS. When Allen died in 2012, they had far surpassed their original 
fundraising goal of $15,000 with $30,000. We remember Allen and 
thank Margaret for their incredible stewardship, and thank the many 
friends who donated gifts to this fund and SFTS in his memory.
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Kimberlee Rasmusson
   Mrs. Roberta K. Folmer and  

Mr. Howard W. Folmer

Raymond H. Snyder
   Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Eric J. Snyder

Rev. Donald Gordon Stewart
   Mrs. Lucille C. Goodlive

ESTATE GIFTS
We honor these faithful 
servants who now rest in 
our Lord Jesus Christ and 
acknowledge with gratitude  
the following estate gifts.
Margaret A. Farrer Trust
John and Abby Garwood Bequest
Lucille C. Goodlive Bequest
Thomas G. Greer Bypass Trust
George and Mary Lagerquist Bequest
Evelyn F. Lutz Bequest
Faith and William Rasco Bequest
Hilda Thompson Trust

IN HONOR
Esteemed faculty, alumni 
and churches affiliated with 
SFTS help fulfill the seminary’s 
mission to shape a future in 
tune with God’s purposes 
for the world. The seminary 
thanks those who give in honor 
of these Christian educators 
and institutions.

Margaret Baird
   Mr. Michael Vining and  

Mrs. Koren Vining

Rev. Elaine Besthorn
   Mr. W. Craig Worrell and  

Mrs. Betty Worrell

Martha Brooks, DASD ’01
   Mr. Richard B. and  

Mrs. Marguerite D. Scott-Johnson

Gary and Anne Carl
   Dr. and Mrs. John R. Springer

Rev. Dr. Virstan B. Choy
   Rev. and Mrs. Harry J. Chuck
   Rev. Dr. Jean M. Richardson

Grace E. Greenwood
   Mr. William B. Greenwood

Norma Lannert and Patricia Perry
   Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Virstan B. Choy

Margaret W. Little
   Dr. Lewis W. Sprunger

Rev. Sarah Moore-Nokes
   Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Virstan B. Choy

Tiam and Dorothy Moss
   Mrs. Mary D. Marlow

Rev. Dr. Daniel H. Newhall III
   Mr. and Mrs. Harold B. Wessels

Rev. Dr. James Noel
   Ms. Mary M. Grafflin

Rev. Dr. Thomas G. Wert
   Rev. E. (Kizzie) Jones

Robert and Betsy Williams 65th 
Anniversary (Robert and Betsy Williams 
Scholarship Fund)
   Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Goodall
   Mrs. Cecile Litherland

GIFTS 
HONORING 
MINISTRY
New with this issue is a section 
which honors gifts which 
have been made honoring 
the ministry of others. You 
are encouraged to honor 
those, living or deceased, 
whose ministry has especially 
touched you. This section 
was encouraged by the gift 
from Wayne David Blake, 
B.Div. 1964, and Margaret 
McDaniel Blake, MAV 1993, 
from Astoria, Oregon, which 
honored the ministry done or 
still in progress by their family 
members who are graduates 
of SFTS. It is an amazing 
testimony to their service, 
commitment, and faith.

Honoring the Ministry of:

Lois Chadsey Wichman, MA ’38 
[deceased]

Franz “Dick” Wichman, B.Div. ’40 
[deceased]

Betty Chadsey Roumpf, MA ’43 
[deceased]

The Rev. Lawrence Roumpf, B.Div. ’44 
[deceased]

Rev. Orville (Chad) Chadsey, B.Div. ’51 
[deceased]

The Rev. Larry Irons, M.Div. ’62 
[deceased]

The Rev. Dr. R. Keith Roumpf,  
M.Div. ’64, D.Min. ’93

The Rev. John Fay Wichman,  
M.Div. ’76

Ann Wichman Irons,  
M.Div. ’87 
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San Francisco Theological Seminary prayerfully remembers those from the 
SFTS community who have died. To inform the seminary of the death  
of a loved one, please send a note to James Sharpe at jsharpe@sfts.edu.

Mary Louisa Baird 
Carlsen, daughter 
of Rev. Jesse Hayes 
Baird, a former pres-
ident of San Francis-
co Theological Semi-
nary, died peacefully 
at Wheatland Vil-

lage in Walla Walla, Washington, July 
4, 2013. She was 84. 

Baird was born August 31, 1928, 
the fourth child of Jesse and Susanna 
Baird. She was followed minutes later 
by her sister, Margaret. In the 1930s, 
the family moved to the Bay Area, 
where her father served as president of 
SFTS for 20 years. 

Marybaird, as she liked to be called 
later in life, studied piano and organ 
and sang in the choir at St. Olaf Col-
lege in Northfield, Minnesota, before 
transferring to Whitworth College in 
Spokane, Washington. It was there that 
she met her husband, James, who had 
just returned from World War II. They 
were married 18 months later, in May 
1949. Over the next several years, Ma-
rybaird gave birth to four children. She 
worked as a professional pianist and 
organist, often accompanying church 
choirs conducted by her husband, and 
she earned a master’s degree in pipe or-
gan from the University of Connecti-
cut in 1967. 

Marybaird earned a PhD from the 
University of Washington in 1973. She 
opened a private clinical psychology 
practice in Seattle, which she main-
tained for nearly 20 years. During this 

time, she lectured extensively on adult 
and career development and wrote two 
foundational books: Meaning-Making 
(Norton, 1988) and Creative Aging 
(Norton, 1991). 

After moving with James to Walla 
Walla in 1995, she devoted herself to 
local arts and artists; helped to found 
Quest, an education program for se-
niors at Walla Walla Community Col-
lege; and delved deeper into her writ-
ing, painting, and music. Throughout 
it all, she inspired beauty and curiosity 
and love. 

Dr. Marybaird Carlsen is survived 
by her husband, James; sister, Marga-
ret; children, Philip, Douglas and his 
wife, Mary; Susan; and Kris Frost and 
her husband, Chuck; grandchildren, 
Koren Vining and her husband, Mi-
chael; Darrel Frost, Melsen Carlsen, 
and Eric Carlsen; and a great-grand-
son, Max Vining. 

1950 (MCE)   
Irene Loucks  
Crider died Septem-
ber 17, 2013, in 
Portland, Oregon. 
Crider gained an 
early start serving 

God in church leadership as moderator 
of the California Youth Synod in 1947.

After graduating from the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, in 1948, 
Crider continued her education at 
San Francisco Theological Seminary, 
studying under Dr. D.G. Stewart and 
graduating in 1950 with a degree in 

Christian Education. Her husband, 
Gordon, graduated with the class of 
1952. Both Crider and her husband 
served Brownsville (Oregon) Presbyte-
rian Church in the Willamette Presby-
tery. Later, Crider served for two years 
as moderator of Riverside Presbytery in 
Ridgecrest, California.  

Crider is survived by her hus-
band, Rev. E. Gordon Crider, and 
three children, Lynn-Marie, Cathleen, 
and James.

1954 (B.Div.)  
Allen B. Birchler  
of La Crosse, Wis-
consin, died August 
14, 2012, at the age 
of 86 at Gundersen 
Lutheran Medical 

Center. Birchler was born February 6, 
1926, near Bristol, Colorado, to 
Blanche Musick and William Birchler. 
He was the seventh of 13 children. He 
married Margaret Granstrom August 
15, 1950.

Upon his honorable discharge from 
the Army in 1947, Birchler attended 
Modesto Junior College in California 
for one year and then spent three years 
at Hastings (Nebraska) College. After 
graduating in 1951, he enrolled in San 
Francisco Theological Seminary and 
received a Bachelor of Divinity degree 
in 1954.

Allen received a call to the Pres-
byterian Church of Roxbury, Kansas, 
and was ordained by the Presbytery of 
Wichita July 28, 1954. After his pas-

IN MEMORIAM
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torate in Kansas, he decided to pursue 
another dream of going to graduate 
school and preparing for college teach-
ing. He received his MA and PhD in 
history from the University of Ne-
braska in 1965. His research field was 
Scottish Presbyterian Church history, 
1585–1638. He served as part-time 
pastor of two Presbyterian churches 
near Lincoln during his years of gradu-
ate school.

The family moved to La Crosse in 
1965, when Birchler accepted a posi-
tion in the history department at the 
University of Wisconsin, La Crosse. 
He taught Tudor and Stuart English 
history, European survey, world histo-
ry, church history, military history and 
some specialized courses in European 
history. He retired from the university 
in 1990 and from the active ministry 
in 1992.

Between 2008 and 2012, he and 
his wife established the Allen B. and 
Margaret Birchler Scholarship Fund at 
SFTS, and raised more than $30,000 
for the fund.

Birchler is survived by his wife 
of 62 years, Margaret; four children, 
Mary Ann Polewski, Mark, David, 
and Steven; four grandchildren; three 
brothers, Wilbur, Floyd, and Jimmie; 
one sister, Verla; and many nieces and 
nephews.

1960 (B.Div.)  
terrence E. Cole   
of Fort Bragg, Cali-
fornia, died July 10, 
2013, at Oceanside 
Living after a short 
illness. He was 77. 

Cole was born December 25, 1935, in 
San Luis Obispo, California, to Ells-
worth David and Margaret Patterson 
Cole. 

Cole grew up in Santa Maria, Cali-
fornia, and graduated from Occiden-
tal College. He earned his Bachelor of 

Divinity from San Francisco Theologi-
cal Seminary in 1960. Later that year, 
he began his career in ministry as As-
sociate Pastor of Lincoln Presbyterian 
Church in Stockton, California. In 
May 1964, he became Pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church in Fort Bragg, 
where he served for almost 37 years, 
retiring in December 2000. Cole 
served as stated clerk of the Presbytery 
of the Redwoods for 30 years. 

An avid hunter of deer, chukar, and 
pheasant, Cole hunted in Mendocino 
National Forest, above Covelo, as well 
as out of state. He enjoyed fishing with 
his son Eric on the Rogue River in Or-
egon. Cole was an Oakland Raiders 
fan, and he loved Springer Spaniels 
and reading mysteries. 

Cole is survived by his wife of 38 
years, Lorelei; children from a previ-
ous marriage, Mark, Eric, Cheryl, and 
Bruce; stepchildren, Lynn Orsi and 
Andrew Brown; 15 grandchildren and 
10 great-grandchildren, plus two due 
this summer; brother, Don; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

1961   
James Elyn  
Kenney died Sep-
tember 30, 2013, at 
home with family. 
Kenney was born in 
May 1929 in Auro-

ra, Nebraska, to Charles Walter and 
Halga Schonover Kenney and grew up 
in North Platt, Nebraska. 

He attended college at Colorado 
A&M in Fort Collins from 1948 to 
1950, majoring in forestry. He served 
in the U.S. Navy from 1951 to 1954 
and was stationed in Italy and French 
Morocco. Having found a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ dur-
ing his military service, Kenney later 
went to Fuller Theological Seminary, 
graduating with a Master of Divinity 
in 1960. It was while attending Fuller 
that Kenney met and fell in love with 

his wife, Ann. They were married June 
24, 1960.

Continuing his spiritual develop-
ment, Kenney attended San Francisco 
Theological Seminary from 1960 to 
1961. In September 1961, he was 
ordained to the ministry at Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church in Gustine, 
California, where he was pastor until 
1969. He then served as pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church in Lindsay, Cali-
fornia, from 1969-1974; as pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church in Canoga 
Park, California, from 1974 to 1981; 
and as pastor of Knox Presbyterian 
Church in Los Angeles from 1981 to 
1991. Though Kenney retired from 
active ministry in 1991, he served as 
interim pastor of Nipomo Presbyte-
rian Church, in Arroyo Grande, Cali-
fornia, from 1992 to 1995.

Kenney is survived by his loving 
wife of 53 years, Ann; daughters, Deb-
orah and Valerie; son, Daniel; grand-
daughter, Ashley, and many nieces and 
nephews.

1967 (B.Div.)  
Andrea hagen-
Arndt died peace-
fully in her sleep 
June 6, 2013, at the 
age of 71, at Chesa-
peake Hospice 

House in Linthicum, Maryland.  
Hagen-Arndt earned a Bachelor of 

Arts in Sociology at Pacific Lutheran 
University in 1964. She continued her 
education at San Francisco Theologi-
cal Seminary, earning a Bachelor of 
Divinty in 1967. She then did gradu-
ate work at Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 

When Hagen-Arndt graduated 
from SFTS, the Lutheran Church 
was not yet ordaining women, so she 
served for eight years as a lay profes-
sional Lutheran campus minister 
before becoming the fifth woman 
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ordained in the American Lutheran 
Church. She was ordained April 12, 
1975, to serve as campus pastor for 
the Lutheran University Ministry in 
the Greater Baltimore Area.

In 1988, she was called to serve as 
assistant to Rev. Morris Zumbrum, 
bishop of the newly formed Delaware-
Maryland Synod, a position she held 
until 2000.

Hagen-Arndt served as interim 
pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Baltimore, Maryland from 2001 to 
2003 and remained close to the con-
gregation until her death.

Hagen-Arndt is survived by her 
husband, Rev. Dr. Otfried O. Arndt, 
and her son, Christopher Hagen Di-
egel.

1978 (D.Min.)  
Robert J.  
hawthorne   
of San Jose, Califor-
nia, died December 
22, 2012, after a 
short illness. The 

son of Harold L. and Alice F. Haw-
thorne, he was born in Des Moines, 
Iowa, June 22, 1923. He graduated 
from Cornell College in Iowa, and was 
stationed at Moffett Field with the 
U.S. Navy during World War II. Haw-
thorne earned a Master of Sacred The-
ology degree from Yale Divinity School 
in 1952, along with prizes in preach-
ing. He earned a Doctor of Ministry at 
San Francisco Theological Seminary in 
1978.

In 1949, Hawthorne married Gene 
Anna Hanzlik. After seminary, they 
settled in California, where Hawthorne 
served United Methodist churches in 
Stockton, Palo Alto, Tracy, Redding, 
San Mateo, and San Jose and served as 
District Superintendent for five years. 
Hawthorne was active in ecumenical 
affairs as well as in peace and justice 
causes, including PFLAG.

Hawthorne is survived by his wife; 
four daughters, Christine Chase, Ali-
son Hawthorne, Joy Burton, and Nan-
cy Beyrouti; and four grandchildren.

1983 (D.Min.)  
John v. Moore   
died October 9, 
2013, at Solace 
Center in Asheville, 
North Carolina, af-
ter a yearlong battle 
with lung cancer. 

Moore was born October 21, 1926, in 
Charleston, West Virginia, to Dr. John 
William and Laura Dyer Moore. 

After graduating from high school 
in Charleston, Moore attended the 
Coast Guard Academy and Hamp-
den-Sydney College in Virginia, where 
he received a bachelor’s degree. He did 
graduate work at Union Theologi-
cal Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, 
where he earned his Master of Divin-
ity; at Boston University School of 
Theology, and at San Francisco Theo-
logical Seminary, where he earned his 
Doctor of Ministry.

While attending graduate school 
in Richmond, he met his wife, Kath-
erine Ellen Boyer. They married De-
cember 15, 1951. The couple moved 
back to West Virginia, where Moore 
served two rural churches and taught 
at Davis and Elkins College. After 
the birth of their first two children in 
1953 and 1955, Moore and his wife 
were commissioned as missionaries to 
South Korea.

Moore served on the mission field 
for 36 years in teaching, preaching, 
and administrative roles in several lo-
cations. He has said that some of his 
most meaningful work on the mission 
field was during the early years of Dae-
jeon Presbyterian College (now Han-
nam University). His third son was 
born in 1957 while the Moores were 
serving overseas.

In addition to his wife, who lives 

in Highland Farms, North Carolina, 
Moore is survived by his sons, David, 
William, and Frederick; grandchil-
dren, John Cho Moore, Catherine 
Venable Moore, Ginny McNeill Rop-
er, Paul Boyer Moore, Sarah Helen 

Moore, Laura Allison Moore, and 
Hannah Ruth Moore; sisters-in-law, 
Betty A. Boyer and Sylvia H. Boyer; 
brothers-in-law, Kenneth E. Boyer, 
Dan D. Dickenson, and Don P. Ben-
nett; as well as multiple nieces, neph-
ews, grand-nieces and grand-nephews.

2003 (M.Div.)  
Deog Ju Lee died July 28, 2013, at 
the Catholic University of Korea St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Seoul, Korea, after 
battling an illness for three years. He 
is survived by his wife, Raehyun Min; 
son, Albert, and daughter, Jennifer. 
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december 14

Children’s Advent 
Come join us for an Advent celebra-
tion with cookies, crafts & carols for 
children.

february 27 – March 1 

Inquirers’ Weekend  
for Prospective Students

Part academic seminar, part spiritual 
retreat, the SFTS Inquirers’ Week-
end will introduce you to the robust 
theological education and reflective 
community environment offered by 
San Francisco Theological Seminary.

March 28-30

Chewing the Bread of the Word: 
Jesus as Teacher 

This retreat focuses on nurturing 
our spiritual life so that integration 
of everyday experiences occurs as we 
open ourselves to the Word of God in 
the midst of life events. The event is 
sponsored by the Program in Christian 
Spirituality, and will take place on cam-
pus. Meals, room and board included 
in total cost.

april 3-5

Alumni Reunion Weekend
All SFTS alumi are cordially invited to 
attend this year’s Alumni Reunion Week-
end. Enjoy community worship, fellow-
ship with friends and insightful lectures.

april 3

Faith & The Common Good
Featured speaker will be Dr. David 
Batstone, Ethics Professor at the 
University of San Francisco and the 
author of Not For Sale: The Return of 
the Global Slave Trade – and How We 
Can Fight It.

april 4

T.V. Moore Lectures 
Featured speaker will be Dr. Ellen  
Davis, Amos Ragan Kearns Professor  
of Bible and Practical Theology at 
Duke Divinity School.

May 23

Baccalaureate Ceremony 
The Baccalaureate Ceremony for the 
class of 2014 will be held in Stuart 
Chapel, located in Geneva Hall.

May 24

Graduation
The Commencement Exercise for the 
class of 2014 will take place on  
Bouick Field in front of the Playhouse.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

STAY CONNECTED
For more information about any of these 
or other events, please email us or visit 
our website. Also be sure to follow us on 
Twitter and like us on Facebook.

www.sfts.edu

events@sfts.edu

www.facebook.com/ 
SanFranSeminary

@SanFranSeminary

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps
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By Jerry Van Marter

Coordinator, Presbyterian  
News Service

W e are a mostly hardy 
group of 15 who gath-
er twice a year with 

the expressed intent of represent-
ing the commitment, passion, 
and interest of alumni/ae to the 
faculty, staff, and administration 
of our most beloved seminary.

The Alumni Council held its 
fall meeting on campus Novem-
ber 3–5 in the lovely Shaw guest 
House. Below are the highlights of 
that meeting:

nEw OFFICERS wERE ELECtED: 

3 PrESIDENt: John Harris  
(M.Div., 1971)  
of Santa Barbara, California

3 VIcE PrESIDENt: Cheryl Finch 
(M.Div., 2006)  
of glenpool, Oklahoma

3 SEcrEtAry: Jerry Van Marter 
(M.Div., 1971)  
of Louisville, Kentucky

3 ALumNI cOuNcIL  
rEPrESENtAtIVE  
TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
Sam Roberts (M.Div., 2006)  
of Highland, California

ChAPtER 1: DESIgnIng A MOSAIC 
FOR MInIStRy is a 20-month, $6 
million Advancement initiative to 
meet “the fierce urgency of now.” 
The Alumni Council UNANIMOUSLY 
endorsed the initiative, which is de-
signed to provide funds to transform 
campus buildings to meet 21st-cen-
tury needs, to enable the creation of 

several new certificate programs for 
lay and clergy leaders in the church, 
and to launch the new Center for 
Innovation in Ministry, which will 
provide new leaders for the emerg-
ing church. Not only did the Alumni 
Council endorse the initiative, we 
passed the hat and collected $400 
on the spot as a visible symbol of 
our commitment. Between now and 
the end of the year, the council will 
be creating a initiative committee to 
raise at least $1 million from alumni 
toward the success of the initiative. 
FAIR WARNINg: You will be hear-
ing from us in the coming months.

DIStIngUIShED ALUMnUS: The 
council enjoyed a wonderful evening 
of fine dining at the San Francisco 
restaurant of Alumni Council member 
Jeannie Kim and equally wonder-
ful conversation with the Rev. Byron 
Bland, the Distinguished Alumnus 
for 2013, who shared his lifetime of 
work in international nonviolent con-
flict resolution in Northern Ireland, 
South Africa, and Israel-Palestine. 
The council also selected the 2014 
Distinguished Alum—but mum’s 

the word for right now. 
WATCH for a thrilling 
announcement in the 
very near future.

ALUMnI/AE RE-
UnIOnS: The council 
heard about and 
made plans for three 
reunions next spring, 
gathering the Class-
es of 1954 (their 
60th reunion!!), 

1964 (the golden Old-
ies—50 years), and 1989 (the Suave 
Silvers—25 years). More information 
will be coming about those sterling 
events.

whAt yOU CAn DO!

3 the SFtS Alumni Council wants 
to hear from you. Let us know how 
we can help keep you updated on 
all things SFTS by contacting Presi-
dent John Harris at coventryjohnh@
aol.com or 248.789.9692.

3 there are FOUR vacancies on 
the Alumni Council as we speak. To 
volunteer or suggest someone, con-
tact Nominating Committee Chair 
Jack Hodges at jhodges@bcdemail.
com or 503.635.8625.

3 give thanks for Faith McClel-
lan, our new Director of Alumni & 
Church Relations. You may reach 
Faith at fmcclellan@sfts.edu or 
415.451.2835.

3 PRAy fervently for SFtS and 
her faculty, students, staff, and 
administration. Pray for the Alumni 
Council as it seeks to represent you, 
and for the present and future health 
of theological education in the Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.).

  Greetings SFTSers,  
from your intrepid Alumni Council!
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Weekend for prospective students is February 27—March 1, 2014.
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Faith & the Common good 
thursday, April 3
Featured speaker is Dr. David 
Batstone, Professor at the Uni-
versity of San Francisco School 
of Management, and President 
& Co-founder of the nonprofit 
organization Not for Sale.

t.v. Moore Lectures  
Friday, April 4

Featured speaker is Dr. Ellen 
Davis, the Amos Ragan Ke-
arns Distinguished Professor 
of Bible and Practical Theol-
ogy at Duke Divinity School. 


