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GIS Addressing: Political, Cultural, 
and Government Contexts
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Globally, up to 70% of people lack an address. This
raises a fundamental question: why is an address so
important? In many regions, it forms part of a person’s
identity, enabling effective governance, access to
essential services, and improved personal security.

This presentation explores the significance of
addressing systems and illustrates how to establish a
GIS-based framework in areas without one, using the
Abu Dhabi ADAGS system in the United Arab Emirates
as a case study.

We will show that addressing challenges are shaped by
political, cultural, and governance contexts. Finally, we
share lessons that broaden understanding of the
global importance of addresses and offer practical
strategies for guiding geospatial transformations.
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