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- Who I Am
- Who is ESRI 
- ESRI Resources: Racial Equity
- Racial Equity, COVID19, Civil Unrest, & George Floyd
- City of Neighborhoods: Racial Divide in Chicago 
- Esri Solutions: Racial Equity & Beyond
- Chicago Examples Utilizing Solutions from a Racial Equity Lens

Overview of Topics to Address 
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ESRI Industries Served 



OUR WORK
CREATING USEFUL TECHNOLOGY 

and SUPPORTING OUR USERS
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ESRI Footprint in Chicago 

Chicago Public Schools
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Racial Disparities in Covid-19
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Black Lives Matter 
Protests in the US
After George Floyd’s Killing



Extra-judicial Killings of Black Americans 
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Why I Do this Work....



Community Assets & 
Conditions

Direct results of upstream systems that provide advantages or create 
disadvantages for individuals, families, and communities 

Community Outcome Streams

Live

Work

Play

Housing quality, quality of schools, employment 
rates, wages & earnings

Availability of insurance, quality of healthcare, pay 
gaps

Food security, parks & recreation safety & access, air 
quality

Community economic development, proportionality 
of justice systems

Many other conditions across a wide range 
community concerns



HOLC “Redlining” Maps









Jobs

Racial and Social Inequities
Many intrinsically and structurally linked 
barriers to equity

Environment

Health

Housing

Education

Workplace
Equity

Supplier
Equity

Economic
Development

…

Food
Access



City of Neighborhoods (for Better or Worse)

Economic Powerhouse

Diverse Economy 

Top Talent

Transportation Hub

The “Chi”



The Case of Englewood
- Historically, vibrant neighborhood

- During the 50s/60s, thriving 
commercial district (retail center)

- Once a stable middle class area

- Policy/Integration that exacerbated 
segregation 

- Now, one of the poorest 
neighborhoods in Chicago; also one of 
Chicago’s more vibrant neighborhoods 
in terms of activism, perseverance, 
and potential 



Laquan McDonald 



Chicago Race Riots (University of Chicago Online Map)  

It’s quite 
possible that 
the 1919 race 
riots actually 

formed
Chicago’s 

neighborhoods.



”. . . We are dedicated to working with our users to 
leverage the true power of geographic and holistic 

thinking as a framework for understanding to create 
solutions that ultimately help bring an end to these 

longstanding injustices.”
– Jack Dangermond



GIS as a Racial Equity Framework

Racial Equity Workflow

• Assess racial and social inequities and drive 
change for more equitable outcomes

Engage 
Communities

Map and Analyze 
Inequities

Operationalize Best 
Practices

Manage 
Performance

Outcomes
Community 
Assets & 
Conditions

Decisions & 
Practices



OutcomesCommunity Assets & 
ConditionsDecisions & Practices

Unhealthy Community Outcome Streams

Entrepreneurship

Academic Performance

Diabetes Management

COVID-19 Hospitalizations & Deaths

Asthma Management

Mental Illness Management

Fatal Police Encounters

Home Ownership

Many other individual, family, and 
community results

Housing quality, quality of schools, employment 
rates, wages & earnings

Community economic development, availability of 
insurance, quality of healthcare, pay gaps

Food security, parks & recreation safety & access, air 
quality

Proportionality of justice systems

Many other conditions across a wide range 
community concerns

Structural Racism or Discrimination

Class or Gender Bias

Lack of Access to Resources & 
Power

Intergenerational Inequities



OutcomesCommunity Assets & 
Conditions

Decisions & Practices

Healthy Community Outcome Streams

Entrepreneurship

Academic Performance

Diabetes Management

Birth Weight

Asthma Management

Mental Illness Management

Employment Rates

Home Ownership

Many other individual, family, and 
community results

Housing quality, quality of schools, employment 
rates, wages & earnings

Availability of insurance, quality of healthcare, pay 
gaps

Food security, parks & recreation safety & access, air 
quality

Community economic development, proportionality 
of justice systems

Many other conditions across a wide range 
community concerns

Antiracist Practices

Pro-equity Decisions

Equitable Distribution of Resources 
& Power

Intergenerational Remediation & 
Healing 



Engage 
Communities

Map and Analyze 
Inequities

Racial Equity Workflow 

Apply a racial equity lens to reveal and understand 
inequities in experiences and outcomes within your community. Locate 
populations of concern, identify barriers to equality.



GIS as a Racial Equity Framework

Racial Equity Workflow

• Assess racial and social inequities and drive 
change for more equitable outcomes

Engage 
Communities

Map and Analyze 
Inequities

Operationalize Best 
Practices

Manage 
Performance



NAACP Project: Living Atlas: Esri Maps for Public Policy
Policy maps clearly show where there are opportunities to intervene.



Police Accountability

Roadmap to Reform
Nationwide Police Budget Survey





City of Chicago: Office of Equity and Racial Justice
“Together We Heal Initiative”



Chicago Park District: Cultural Asset Mapping Project 



City of Chicago Department of Planning & Development 




